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R esilience: It means the ability to bounce back, or 
rebound like a rubber ball that resumes its shape 

after you squeeze it. It returns to its essential character, 
no matter how you twist, squash, or mangle it. That 
describes the brave believers highlighted in this 
month’s SIM Global. 

We know it takes resilience to minister in places that 
are remote, rugged, and dangerous. But it’s also 
essential in urban areas—the teeming cities where life 
is confusing and chaotic. And for new believers who 
must stand firm on the foundation of the gospel in 
places where Christians are misunderstood, mistreated, 
and even hated.

It takes resilience.

God provides abundant grace to SIM’s missionaries 
in times of struggle. The continuing presence of the 
Holy Spirit, a strong sense of calling to their ministry 
assignment, and a network of faithful support are three 
essential things that I have seen help keep missionaries 
resilient!

That last one is where you come in. It’s so vital for SIM 
workers to know they’re not alone. They have a support 
team that’s backing them up with prayer and finances. 
Imagine how much that means to them when they’re 
feeling discouraged!

So, let me thank you once again for standing with  
your fellow believers on the front lines.

I pray God will bless and inspire you as you read  
this month’s powerful stories.

Your partner in mission,

BRUCE JOHNSON
President SIM USA

HELP
WANTED

Right now there are hundreds of openings 
for missionaries—and some of them are 
urgent.

Here are a few of the positions we’re  
praying to fill:

      Teachers for School in Thailand 

      Director and 8 teachers for  
Carachipampa Christian School 
in Bolivia

       Hospital administrator for Egbe  
Hospital in Nigeria

       Personnel coordinator and  
admins for hospital in Niger

       Fistula surgeon for Danja Fistula 
Center in Niger 

       Music teacher for Varenda Music  
Arts School in Bangladesh

       Administrators and accountants  
in 30 countries

      Homeschool teacher for  
missionary students in Japan
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Position filled—Praise God!

UrGent!

UrGent!

UrGent!



The spiritual world was always real for Prang. But 
it was the world of dark, evil spirits.

Prang’s mother was a medium who communicated 
regularly with an ungodly spirit. “When my mother 
prayed she could sense the spirit surrounding her,” 
Prang recalls. “My mother knew something in the 
darkness was trying to tighten its grip on her. And 
the longer she worked for the spirit, the more afraid 
she became.”

That terror spread to Prang’s entire family. “Everyone 
in my family was very fearful and we all suffered 
because of these spirits,” she says. “Our family had  
no peace.”

Prang’s escape from darkness came through Simon, 
her Christian employer, who demonstrated his strong 
faith even through severe trials. “I saw a wonderful 

thing in Simon’s life,” she remembers. “I became a 
Christian because I saw how Simon believed in God 
during his time of trouble.”

Now Prang works with SIM missionaries Jonathan 
and Genine Thomas, who are guiding and 
encouraging her in her new faith. With the support 
and prayers of friends like you, they are planting a 
church so that more Thai people will experience the 
freedom in Jesus Christ that Prang has.

Several members of Prang’s family have also become 
Christians. She’s praying for the others, who shun 
Prang because of her faith yet still struggle with 
evil spirits. “I want to tell my family that my life has 
gotten better since knowing God,” she says. “I want 
my family to see that I have a great God in my life.  
I have seen the power of God at work.”

In Thailand, where Prang lives, it typically takes  
years of witnessing and prayer to reach people with 
the gospel. Missionaries like Jonathan and Genine 
know they must begin by building relationships of  
    trust. Then they must be resilient—and persistent  
         and dedicated.

It’s all worthwhile when they see precious lives 
delivered from darkness. By supporting SIM’s 
work in this region, you’re enabling more 
people like Prang to find saving faith in Jesus. 
Your gifts are bearing fruit! 

The gospel is bearing fruit in Thailand

I HAVE SEEN THE POWER  
OF GOD AT WORK. 
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for:PRAY 
   God’s continued protection for Prang 

and her family

   Deliverance for Prang’s family members 
who haven’t yet come to faith 

   Continued strength and support for 
SIM missionaries in Thailand like  
Jonathan and GeninePrang escaped the power of evil  

through the steadfast witness of believers.



SIGNS OF RESTORATION—AT LAST
Your help is bringing healing to refugees in South Sudan

Last Christmas, SIM’s ministry compound and 
medical clinic were ransacked during an attack 

in the Doro Refugee Camp. Attackers destroyed 
equipment and supplies, and the SIM missionary team 
was forced to evacuate. When the immediate danger 
lifted, missionaries returned and began the slow work 
of rebuilding.

When we shared the urgent needs of the SIM team 
and the Doro Medical Clinic, hundreds of generous 
partners like you responded. Thank you!

Thanks to your help, the medical clinic is once 
again providing vital healthcare for people in this 
war-stricken land, and refugees fleeing conflict 

received food. With your support the missionaries 
are rebuilding the compound, meaning that more 
Sudanese refugees will hear the gospel proclaimed.

But the challenges are still immense. War has sent 
135,000 refugees flooding into the area. “There are 
thousands of people without homes and food,” says 
SIM missionary Ruth Valkenaar.

Meanwhile, the clinic still needs more equipment and 
supplies. And not all the team members have returned— 
because there isn’t enough housing for  
them. “Everyone is learning to live 
with less,” says Ruth.
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for:PRAY 
   Peace in South Sudan’s ongoing civil war
   Rains to ensure good crops
   Homes for those who are still homeless
   Financial support for the clinic and SIM missionaries
   The people of South Sudan to hear and respond to the gospel

for praying for the SIM team! Your 
prayers and notes of encouragement 
brought them tremendous joy after 

they were evacuated.

Thank You



SIGNS OF RESTORATION—AT LAST
Your help is bringing healing to refugees in South Sudan
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Your support provides food for children, women, and men who often suffer from 
severe malnutrition in Doro. SIM worker Pat Walcott shared this story from her 
experience at the Doro Nutrition Village:
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   God’s protection as Christians return to 
their communities

   An enduring end to the violence
   Support for SIM workers as they minister 

to victims of war and famine
   More workers willing to serve in this  

challenging environment
   Christians in Niger to stand strong in the 

face of persecution

Christians in northeast Nigeria have been suffering 
extreme persecution and horrific terror attacks by 

the Islamist group Boko Haram—often causing them 
to flee their homes. But because of your support, 
they’re beginning to return and rebuild their lives!

Your giving to support persecuted Christians in 
Nigeria has helped two communities rebuild their 
churches that were destroyed, and your gifts are 
providing food for refugees facing hunger because of 
the ongoing strife.

Binding the unseen wounds
The physical impact of war is horrible, but the 
spiritual and emotional wounds are just as real. Your 

support of Trauma Healing workshops is helping heal 
those wounds.

Much of the world became aware when Boko Haram 
cruelly kidnapped 276 schoolgirls in 2014. But more 
than 2,000 other women and children have already 
escaped the terrorists’ grip. And there are certainly 
more being held right now.

When they do escape, the victims and their 
communities face more horrors. What happens if they 
victims have contracted HIV? Or become pregnant 
by their captors? SIM counselors provide crucial care 
through Trauma Healing workshops, where victims 
share their grief, learn to forgive their attackers, and 
give their pain to Jesus at the cross.

“There needs to be some ministry to those families 
when those girls come back,” says SIM missionary 
Lorraine Foute. Trauma Healing is helping people 
forgive as Jesus taught. “We see forgiveness as a huge 
peace builder and reconciliation tool,” Lorraine says.

A renewed witness
As these Nigerian Christians return to their homes 
and forgive their persecutors, they can begin to reach 
out to their Muslim neighbors with the gospel of peace.

Please pray with us that Muslims will put their faith in 
Jesus as they see the perseverance and hope of our 
Nigerian brothers and sisters. 

for:PRAY 

AFTER THE TERROR—THE HEALING BEGINS
 Christians return to their homes in war-torn Nigeria
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AFTER THE TERROR—THE HEALING BEGINS
 Christians return to their homes in war-torn Nigeria
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A STOREFRONT GOSPEL
Businesses can be missionary opportunities, too!

PRAY 
   Missionaries using business to spread 

the gospel
   Miriam to continue to grow strong  

in her faith
   God to call more entrepreneurs to 

spread the gospel through business
    More hearts to be open to the gospel 

in North Africa

for:

July 18 used to be a difficult date for Miriam. On that day years ago 
her husband walked out on her and their two children. It has been 

a painful reminder each year since—until now.

Miriam was one of the first employees of a missional business started 
by SIM missionaries Bill and Charis to share the gospel in North 
Africa. After years of unemployment, raising her two children on her 
own, Miriam was hired and started her very first job—on July 18.

“I have started a new life and I can start making new memories,” she 
says. “This can only be from God.”

Bill and Charis started a business because they were eager to find 
effective ways to reach their neighbors. Many areas of Muslim North 
Africa are hostile toward the gospel, but the couple was burdened by 
people’s need for Jesus. Many people in their area are unemployed,  
so they decided to help by providing jobs.

“One of the greatest felt needs in our country is to have gainful 
employment so that people can take care of their families,” says Bill. 
“You typically see streets lined with men with nothing to do, devoid of 
hope.” There were almost no other Christians where Bill and Charis 
were, and the business became their opportunity for ministry.

“The people you work with, both employees and professional contacts, 
are there eight hours a day,” says Bill. “That's much more time for 
discipleship, for speaking into their lives.”

Now men and women like Miriam are hearing and seeing the gospel 
through Bill and Charis, thanks to support like yours that makes this 
kind of innovative ministry possible. 

Thank you for giving to enable evangelism in places opposed to the 
gospel. Your giving is bearing abundant fruit. 

“ I have  
started a new 
life and I can 
start making 

new memories,” 
she says. “This 

can only be 
from God,”  said Miriam.


