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THEY SURVIVED.  
NOW WHAT?
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For over a century, SIM has been bringing hope 
and healing to the hard places people find 

themselves in. We confront the harsh realities of life; 
oppression, sin, and suffering—whether it’s war and 
disease in Liberia, poisoned water in Bangladesh, 
human trafficking in India, or religious violence in 
Nigeria. And over and over again God’s good news is 
proclaimed: He loved us enough to send His Son to die in 
our place. 

Just this year I have seen that in the midst of suffering 
there is a resilience of not only God’s people, but a 
resilience of the gospel, even when other things so 
easily fade away.

Good news. That’s something everyone needs! And 
it’s not only spiritual. The Scriptures tell us that Jesus 
“went around doing good” (Acts 10:38). Along with His 
gospel of salvation, He also brought physical help. He 
healed people who were sick. He fed those who were 
hungry. And He offered counsel and companionship 
to people who were lost, lonely, and confused.

Through your faithful prayers, financial support, and 
encouragement, SIM workers are able to follow the 
Lord. Empowered by God, they help people get  
well, provide vital education, and see them set free 
from bondage.

In this newsletter you’ll read about our response to 
hardship in several areas of the world. You’ll learn 
about the exciting new developments at the ELWA 
Hospital in Liberia. You’ll sense His power in the story 
of a Trauma Healing workshop. And you’ll receive 
an update on our lifesaving clean water project in 
Bangladesh. In all of it, you’ll see God’s compassion  
at work.

Since SIM was founded over a hundred years ago, 
we’ve never wavered from our calling to preach Christ 
where He is least known. I feel so grateful to be part of 
this worldwide work.

I so appreciate your partnership. May the stories you 
read here cause you to give thanks to our Lord, who 
makes it all possible.

Your partner in mission,
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that God will:PRAY 
   Send another surgeon to meet the need at 
ELWA Hospital in Liberia

   Provide more teachers for SIM mission 
fields around the world

BRUCE JOHNSON
President SIM USA

Wanted: Board-certified surgeon. 
Must be willing to relocate—to Africa.

Imagine a city like Los Angeles—about 4 million  
people—with just a handful of qualified surgeons to 
serve everyone.

That’s the challenge we face in Liberia. Dr. Jerry 
Brown, the medical director at SIM’s ELWA Hospital, 
is one of only a few surgeons in this country of 4.29 
million.

We urgently need another board-certified surgeon  
to serve for at least three months in one of the 
world’s most rewarding medical ministries.

Wanted: Teachers ready to serve in 
Asia, Africa, and in South America

God has provided many great teachers for SIM  
mission outposts around the world. But we need more 
this September! Elementary, middle, and high school 
teachers are a critical need. Also, directors, principals,  
homeschool teachers, and ESL instructors.

Are you an educator who’d like to serve in a  
challenging and exciting ministry environment?  
This could be for you!

For more information on becoming an SIM missionary, 
please visit  
www.simusa.org/get-involved/go/get-started
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New Christians need sound teaching to mature in their faith. This 
is especially true in Africa, Asia, and South America where false 

belief systems abound. But the church leaders in these areas often 
lack adequate training themselves. They can’t go to seminary or even 
visit a local Christian bookstore for resources. They need our help.

Your support is helping to meet this need by providing Pastors’ 
Book Sets (PBS) for the leaders—who can then pass on what they 
learn to their church members. These resources provide basic 
doctrinal instruction, practical guidance, and tools for effective 
ministry. Leaders attend conferences where they receive the book 
sets along with in-person training. At eight recent conferences in 
Namibia, 1400 pastors were equipped with book sets. And they’re 
experiencing great results.

Here’s part of an email the PBS project manager received from a 
church leader in Namibia:

  Greetings in the wonderful Name of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

  I would like to testify that I’ve been 
personally blessed and feel much more 
equipped and mature in my spiritual journey 
through the PBS resources. As a children’s 
and youth minister I found it very helpful 
in my preparation for teachings and 
personal Bible study.

  The fun part of it for me, is that it 
feels like being in some sort of mini 
personal Bible school where you discover 
and learn new things in terms of the 
historical backgrounds of the passage, 
the context and the geographical layout. 
But the greatest testimony for me is the 
repentant souls that have come to Christ 
through the gospel—and the helping tools  
of PBS resources. For that, I would like  
to thank your entire team for the effort  
and sacrifices you are making to equip and 
build the body of Christ.

Bless you! 

Adam

Powerful testimonies like this make our efforts worthwhile. And  
of course, it’s all possible because of your generous support.  
Thank you! 

that God will:
PRAY 

   Continue to unite Namibian 
pastors as they lead their 
churches

   Protect and guide pastors  
in dangerous areas of  
Southeast Asia who are  
using digital versions of  
the Pastors’ Book Sets

“It’s like a mini personal Bible school”
Pastors’ Book Sets are meeting a global need  
for Christian training resources
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Persevering through Pain
ELWA Hospital shines a light of hope in Liberia
The Ebola epidemic was devastating for Liberia, which was still rebuilding after a civil war. But as always, God 
brings redemption out of disaster. Samaritan’s Purse had partnered with ELWA Hospital to provide funds for 
a brand-new medical facility. The new hospital, dedicated in the fall of 2016, will enable ELWA’s dedicated 
staff to provide quality compassionate care for more patients.

SIM USA President Bruce Johnson  
speaking at the dedication of new 
ELWA Hospital facility.

The new medical facility—nearly twice the size of the 
previous building—is now able to serve twice the  
number of patients, and provides space to train future 
doctors and nurses.

Nancy Writebol has seen the effects of Ebola up 
close. And as she served the victims of Ebola 

as a nurse at ELWA Hospital, Nancy contracted the 
disease herself. The experience only strengthened 
her faith in God’s redeeming power. “I am thankful 
for His grace that carries us and is extended to us 
each and every day,” she says.

Now Nancy attends to the ongoing needs of Liberians 
who were affected by Ebola. “Many people are 
struggling with trauma,” she says, “not only trauma 
from Ebola, but trauma reaching back to the years of 
civil war in Liberia.” Families have been devastated, 
and the survivors must now cope with economic 
hardship as well as emotional scars.

Even worse, they’re often stigmatized for having 
contracted the disease. “Many people have had to 
move and are not able to talk about Ebola for fear of 
stigma,” Nancy says. With its counseling and Trauma 

Healing ministry, ELWA Hospital offers a refuge  
from grief, fear, and rejection—along with quality 
medical care.

Nancy Writebol: Sharing hope in the midst of suffering

Nancy Writebol, Ebola survivor
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Dr. Rick Sacra: Finding strength 
in adversity
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Dr. Rick Sacra,
Ebola survivor
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Rick and his wife, Debbie, lived in Liberia and 
served in medical ministry for 15 years before 

returning to the U.S. in 2010. But his eyes were still on 
Liberia, where he wanted to be a part of training a new 
generation of physicians.

As the Ebola outbreak exploded, Dr. Sacra could not sit 
back. He returned to help keep ELWA Hospital open as 
the crisis surged. But then he contracted Ebola himself.

By God’s grace, Rick recovered from Ebola and 
returned to his ministry in Liberia without hesitation. 
Now, with the new ELWA Hospital beginning operation, 
he’s optimistic. “The new facility will allow us to 
nearly double the number of patients we can serve.” 
He also looks forward to equipping Liberian medical 
professionals. “The additional space opens the door 
for us to host both short-term and long-term training 
programs for doctors and nurses.”

The new medical facility is an opportunity to serve more 
patients and offer training to the future doctors and 

nurses of Liberia. It will also be important to keep the prices 
affordable for patients of modest means, Rick notes. And he’s 
realistic about the financial stresses ahead: “To fully staff a 
hospital that is almost twice as large and to do all the on-the-job 
training that is necessary here will be a big challenge,” he says.

In post-Ebola Liberia, the SIM team remains focused on their 
mission: “Training, partnering with Liberians to meet needs 
in their communities, partnering with local church-based 
schools to improve their education, partnering with the church 
to provide a solid grounding in God’s Word to pastors and 
leaders—all these activities are more important than ever 
to provide a strong foundation to communities and families 
impacted by Ebola.”

A Future of Hope

that people served 
by ELWA Hospital 
will:

PRAY 

   Receive excellent medical 
care as they need it

   See Christ in the medical 
care providers who serve 
them

   Respond to the message of 
salvation

SIM0440-04 NL1   MAR 2017 NEWSLETTER  COMPONENT: 8-PAGE NEWSLETTER [PG 4]     FLAT SIZE: 17X11  
FINISHED SIZE: 8.5 X 3.667   INKS: 4/4 CMYK     STOCK: 70# TEXT SILK C2S WHITE     VERSION: ALL     LASER COPY: NONE

SIM0440-04 NL1   MAR 2017 NEWSLETTER  COMPONENT: 8-PAGE NEWSLETTER [PG 5]     FLAT SIZE: 17X11  
FINISHED SIZE: 8.5 X 3.667   INKS: 4/4 CMYK     STOCK: 70# TEXT SILK C2S WHITE     VERSION: ALL     LASER COPY: NONE



T. Abraham Browne: A life redeemed from war and disease
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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has 
gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself 

through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.  
—2 Corinthians 5:17-18 NIV

When Abraham was just a boy, he witnessed the carnage and cruelty of Liberia’s civil war. His family 
had to flee to Ghana where they lived as refugees for ten years.

They returned to Liberia only to face a new terror—Ebola. “It was more deadly,” he says, “because  
Ebola was an unseen enemy.” Abraham watched his little sister become sick and die. “It was the most 
difficult part of our lives,” he says, “but we tried to withstand.” But his burden of the sorrow and grief 
only got heavier.

Then Abraham went to one of ELWA Hospital’s Trauma Healing workshops, where they address the 
survivors’ emotional wounds. “There was a day for ‘taking our pain to the cross,’” he recalls. “And I 
stood there, and tears came to my eyes.” He describes his experience as lifting a burden, “like you have 
something on your head—and it has been removed.”

That was a turning point for Abraham. “SIM has touched my life through that program,” he says. “I was 
a different man before.” He’s particularly grateful for the practical help SIM offers Ebola survivors as 
they partner with the Evangelical Church of Liberia—providing food for families and orphans, and 
scholarships for children of single mothers. “They are reaching almost every corner of Liberia with the 
gospel,” he says. “I want to say thank you to all of the donors because their contributions have also 
touched my life and touched the lives of all the people.” 
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The Power of Forgiveness
In Nigeria, Trauma Healing workshops reconcile enemies

At SIM’s Trauma Healing workshops, attendees are 
encouraged to face their own sins as well as those 

committed against them. At one recent workshop, a 
man came forward sobbing with remorse. “I need to 
confess that I killed Muslims in 2001,” he said.

Christians in Nigeria have suffered horribly at the 
hands of Boko Haram, the Muslim terrorist group. But 
sometimes Christians respond with violence too. “I can’t 
get the memories out of my mind,” this man sobbed. “I 
know that it was wrong and I need God’s forgiveness!” 
The workshop directors, Bill and Lorraine Foute, 
invited the other attendees to come and pray with him.

What happened next stunned everyone. The first 
person to rise and pray for this man was a Muslim 
woman whose husband and father had been killed 
during religious fighting—in 2001.

She might well have been facing the very person who 
killed her family members. But she prayed for him. And 
an amazing reconciliation followed. The guilt-ridden 
man was freed and restored by the power of forgiveness. 
And the Muslim woman found relief from her own 
emotional wounds. She eventually became a Christian 
believer.

Dramatic transformations like this are 
taking place in Trauma Healing 
workshops across Africa, Asia, and South 
America—wherever people suffer the 
aftermath of war, famine, disease, or 
natural disaster. 
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PRAYfor:
   The Trauma Healing  
workshops, that God will 
continue to use them to 
bring peace, healing, and 
reconciliation to hurting 
people

   The Eleventh Hour ministry 
in East Africa, which is 
training students to share 
Jesus with their Muslim 
classmates. Ask God to  
give them boldness and  
endurance, and that the 
Holy Spirit would stir the 
hearts of those they  
minister to.

7

Thank you for your generous  
support for ministry to continue 
in conflict-ridden areas of Nigeria. 
Because of your giving, you have 
helped bold Nigerian Christians 
continue working and living in 
these difficult areas, and focus 
on reaching out to their Muslim 
neighbors who need to know  
Jesus Christ.
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The growth on Mr. Punno’s finger seemed minor, 
but it was preventing him from working. He’s 

a farmer with a wife and child, and his hands are 
his livelihood. So he went to the hospital to have 
it checked out. That’s when doctors discovered 
cancer—not just on his finger but through his pelvis.

Sadly, arsenic poisoning is common among people 
of Mr. Punno’s village. Their water is contaminated, 
which can cause a variety of ailments, including 
deadly cancer. He would need extensive treatment to 
have a chance of surviving. SIM’s Arsenic Poisoning 
Prevention program was ready to pay 75 percent of 
the cost. But could he pay the remaining 25 percent?

Mr. Punno revealed that he had little money—but he 
did have two goats at home that he could sell. Would 
that be sufficient?

This heartrending story illustrates the suffering 
that arsenicosis brings to poor villagers throughout 
Bangladesh. The greater tragedy is that it’s all 
preventable. A simple water filter can make the water 
safe to drink and cook with.

SIM is providing these water filters to villagers 
throughout the region, and the results are promising. 
Skin diseases and nausea begin to recede. People feel 
confident to drink, cook, and live normal lives again. 
SIM also helps provide medical care for those who 
have already become sick.

Thanks to your generosity, SIM was able to make 
special provision to pay for Mr. Punno’s treatment. 
He’s now receiving chemotherapy, and SIM workers 
have had opportunities to pray with him and his 
family. This is how your gifts are showing the love of 
God to people in desperate need. 

PO Box 7900, Charlotte, NC 28241-7900    1-800-521-6449   SIMUSA.org SIM0440NL1

Making water safe to drink
Water filters and medical treatment are bringing hope to Bangladesh

Brothers and sisters, pray for us that 
the message of the Lord may  

spread rapidly and be honored,  
just as it was with you.  

—2 Thessalonians 3:1

PRAY 
   For Mr. Punno to be healed

   That God would give the SIM staff 
more opportunities to pray and share 
the gospel with him and his family

   For the many other Hindu and  
Muslim families that are afflicted  
with poisoned water
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