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R ecently I was talking with one of our SIM workers 
in East Asia. Our conversation turned toward  

fear, and what people really fear the most. In this  
Asian culture, he said, it’s the prospect of growing  
old all alone. 

That stuck with me. Like people everywhere, folks 
in Asia dread the prospect of dying, especially dying 
alone. So they cling to family relationships, grasping 
for some sense of security. But what happens when 
those relationships fail?

It made me realize again how desperately every person 
needs the security of God’s salvation—His gift of hope 
now and eternal life to come. Every person has hopes, 
dreams, and fears, but their deepest desires can only 
be realized in Jesus.

He is the good news! The greatest news! And we are 
the message-bearers of what people are desperately 
seeking! They need to know that with Jesus they will never 
be alone.

SIM is taking that message to some of the least-reached 
places on earth. These are often tightknit communities 
that are closed to outsiders. But as you’ll see in this 
newsletter, your gifts enable doors to be opened that 
have been closed for centuries.

Together we’re building relationships of trust and love. 
And when people experience the real love of God, 
their hearts often begin to open. That’s a wonderful 
thing to see.

You’re a part of this great work God is doing in all 
corners of the globe. I deeply appreciate your faithful 
partnership, and pray God’s blessing as you read and 
see what your gifts and prayers are accomplishing by 
God’s hand.

Your partner in mission,
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that God will:

In East Africa 
80 pastors 
were trained  

Three new 
house churches 
were planted

300 people  
received Jesus  
as Savior! 

Last August more 
than 2,750 nomadic 
Muslims heard the 
gospel 

PRAY 
   Continue to open the door for the gospel to 
be proclaimed in East Africa 

   Give endurance and boldness to believers 
serving in hostile areas, facing persecution 

   Protect His missionaries working  in  
Muslim communities

BRUCE JOHNSON
President SIM USA

PRAYER UPDATE:  
The Eleventh Hour Network 

War. Famine. Disease. And, finally—hope.  

The horn of Africa desperately needs the gospel. 
That’s why the Eleventh Hour Network exists—to 
bring the saving message of Jesus Christ to people in 
this troubled part of the world. These brave believers 
know that at any time this window of openness and 
harvest may close. Or even open wider!  

Here’s what they’ve accomplished recently with your 
support:  

~-- fa-··· 
SIM 
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Salome* was proud to be the first member of her family to attend 
school. She excelled in her studies and was recognized as the top 

student in her school. She had dreams of becoming a doctor, but a 
terrible incident shattered her plans.

In Salome’s culture, female circumcision is a common practice. 
She was subjected to this procedure when she returned to visit 
her grandmother’s village. But it went wrong, and Salome was left 
incontinent. She was too ashamed to return to school and found 
herself “crying from day to night.”  

Salome sought relief for months with no success. Her dreams of 
continuing her education seemed lost. Then she found the Danja 
Fistula Center and received reconstruction surgery. Her treatment 
was successful. “I am so very happy,” she says now.  Best of all, she’s 
looking forward to resuming her studies. Someday she may return to 
the fistula center as a physician rather than a patient. 

The Danja Fistula Center in Niger treats many patients like Salome—
women who suffer shame and incontinence after childbirth injuries 
and other problems. The center also offers training in literacy and 
useful trades, so the recovering women can re-enter society with 
dignity and purpose. 

Thanks to your support, the center has already performed a little 
over 1,000 successful surgeries, and shared the gospel with hundreds 
of patients. But hundreds of new cases arise each year in Niger. This 
ministry is relying on God to provide for this ongoing need through 
generous donors like you. 
*Name changed for privacy

that  
God will:PRAY 

   Continue to give the center staff 
opportunities to share the gospel 
with patients

   Give strength to new believers as 
they return to their communities

   Provide needed funds for the  
center to continue its ministry

   Provide a surgeon for the Danja 
Fistula Center

From Shame to Triumph: 
DANJA FISTULA CENTER brings hope to afflicted women

The patients enjoy "coloring" during their week of recovery 
in the hospital. Some of the women had never written or 
colored before. All of the 5 women were accompanied by 
their mothers for the surgery. 

Afflicted women find fellowship,  
empathy, and hope at the  

Danja Fistula Center.

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
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A new livelihood—and a new life
SALAM Training Center shares practical skills along  
with the Word of God 

Since 1980, SALAM (Salt and Light as Mechanics) Training Center has been providing people in 
South Asia with the practical skills to make a good living. The students also receive moral and spiritual 

training, participating in daily devotionals before beginning their workday.  “Many students have received 
the gospel through this ministry,” says Rohan, the center’s director. “Many of the former students are 
mature servant leaders of Christian communities.”

Saiful* came to the SALAM Training Center (STC) 
in 2008 with hopes of becoming an electrician. Until 
then he had known only poverty. But at STC he 
received a valuable skill—and spiritual training as well. 
Saiful became a believer in Jesus Christ and he soon 
found a job that enabled him to use his newfound skills.

After a few years Saiful heard that STC needed 
someone to train new students as electricians. So 
he returned to the place that provided his first 
opportunity. Now Saiful is teaching other young  
men like himself and passing the blessing on. 

Sharing the Blessing—and  
Giving Back 

Men at SALAM Training Center find new skills and new direction in Christ. 

Students at SALAM Training Center learn valuable  
life skills.
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Coming from a poor family, Sha-Alam* had few 
prospects for a better life. Even a basic education 
was beyond his reach. Then a relative told him 
about SALAM Training Center. “He told me if I 
come to STC to take training then my future life will 
be bright,” he recalls. Sha-Alam began training in 
December 2015. 

“When I was admitted I had very little concept of a 
spiritual life,” Sha-Alam says. “Now, since I have 
completed the course I have gained the benefit of 
technical training and understand what a relationship 
with God is about. STC has changed my life. I received 
Christ as my savior through STC in July 2016.” 
*Not his real name

“I received Christ as my savior through SALAM Training Center.”

With the skills they learn at SALAM Training Center, 
young men can live with dignity and support their families. 

With your support, young people are acquiring new  
skills and learning about the God who loves them.  

Your gifts make a lifelong difference for the students at 
SALAM Training Center. 

for:PRAY 
   God’s blessing on young students like Sha-Alam

   Strength and guidance for students who’ve completed 
training and are now entering internships

   Success for the new students entering the program

   More funding to keep the program going
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Revealing the God of Love  
Your support is training new missionaries to carry the gospel of Jesus Christ to the far reaches of 

the world with wisdom, sensitivity, and love.  

“When you begin talking with Thai people about God, a common question is, Which God are 
you talking about?” That’s how SIM Thailand Director Ryan Hannah describes the challenge of 
ministering in Southeast Asia—where Christian teaching is almost unknown. 

For people steeped in a Buddhist worldview, the notion of a loving God is unfamiliar, and many 
have trouble grasping the gospel message. “With less than one percent of the Thai population being 
Christian,” he says, “many do not know a Christian. Many do not live in a community with a church.”  
As a result, Thais may live their entire lives without hearing the gospel.  

Another obstacle is the spiritual bondage of animism that has a strong grip on this region. “It may 
not be immediately obvious,” Ryan says, “but the population has regular 

contact with the spirit world that is not part of God’s kingdom.” 

These challenges may seem daunting, but, thanks to your support, 
SIM missionaries go into cross-cultural ministry well prepared. 

“SIM has good requirements for its missionaries both in terms 
of biblical knowledge and cultural understanding,” Ryan says. 
That makes for good relationships and lasting commitments.

And that’s how God’s kingdom grows.

“Which God Are You Talking About?” 

And the Lord's servant must  
not be quarrelsome but must  
be kind to everyone, able to  

teach, not resentful.

—2 Timothy 2:24 (NIV)

With your help, SIM missionaries are meeting the  
desperate need for the gospel in Asia. 

'' 
'' 

SIM 
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please . . .GOD, 
   Inspire, encourage, and strengthen  

the men and women serving You in  
difficult places

   Open the hearts of those who hear  
to receive You

   Provide strong leaders and good  
teaching for the new church

   Send additional qualified people to  
lead and plant churches

And the things you have heard me say in the presence 
of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who  

will also be qualified to teach others.

—2 Timothy 2:2 (NIV)

Revealing the God of Love  

In cultures where Christianity is unfamiliar, 
communicating the gospel can take time. “You have 
to be really patient,” says Chris Stark, missionary 
in Thailand, “and you go through lots of times of 
discouragement.” 

But perseverance pays off. Chris recalls one young man 
who had attended a Bible study for more than four 
years without responding to the message. Then—just 
last year—he suddenly announced, “I want to be a 
Christian!”

There are others like him. One young mother has 
been attending services for two years with her 
daughter. She requests prayer regularly, but is not yet a 
believer. The group is confident that she’ll eventually 
respond to the truth and love of God. After all, they’ve 
seen it happen before. As Chris says, “You never know 
when that guy who has been coming around for four 
years will come to the Lord.” 

The Power of Patience

A Special Need
SIM’s work in Thailand especially 
needs people with biblical training 
and those who can teach English.  
You might know someone who’s 
called to this type of ministry. In  
the meantime, your generous 
financial support continues to  
have a powerful impact. 

For people in many Asian cultures, Christian 
teaching is virtually unknown. Your support 
enables them to hear the good news of Jesus 
Christ, often for the very first time.

'' 
'' 

• 

• 

• 
• 
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Daniel was a reckless and violent boy in Nigeria. “The way my life 
was going was very dangerous,” he recalls. But on the soccer field 

his life took a turn for the better.

When he got involved with Sports Friends, a ministry sharing the 
gospel through sports, his coach showed him how to live with purpose 
and discipline. “I learned how to control my anger,” Daniel says. “I 
like the way I am now. My Sports Friends coach has become my main 
mentor. He changed my life, and through my life some other ones are 
changed too. They changed for good, because the way of God is good.”

Sports Friends is a unique ministry that’s introducing people to Jesus 
in an exciting way. And it’s growing! This summer Sports Friends is 
looking forward to reaching 10,000 youth with the gospel at their 
camps.

With your support, young people in Africa, Asia, and Latin America 
are hearing the gospel while they receive training in their favorite 
sports. 

PO Box 7900, Charlotte, NC 28241-7900    1-800-521-6449   SIMUSA.org SIM0446NL1

From Violence to Victory 
Ministry through Sports Friends is changing 
lives around the world

PRAISES
   Praise and thanks to God for the faithful 

partners who have helped Sports Friends 
succeed 

   Special thanks for the donors who gave to 
the recent Camper Scholarship campaign. 
We are praying that at least 10,000 children 
will hear the gospel at camp this summer, 
and so far we have scholarship funds for 1,068!

ASK GOD 
   Bring the Sports Friends camp  

attendees to a relationship with Him

   Make Sports Friends leaders effective 
in speaking and modeling the message 
of Jesus 

   Provide financial and prayer support 
teams for Sports Friends

to:

Fellowship, fun, and the good news of Jesus Christ. Young people experience it all at a Sports Friends camp. 

Daniel

Daniel at his sewing machine.• 

• • 

• • 
• 
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