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I have lots of good news to share with you in this 
newsletter.

This is the time of year when many of us celebrate 
Thanksgiving, and we all have much to be thankful 
for. I thank God for you and your faithful support of 
SIM missionaries across the world. Thanks to your 
generous giving they can focus fully on the ministry 
God appointed them to.

We’ve seen great advances in God’s kingdom across the 
globe. Tribes that had never heard the gospel before 
are now coming to Jesus. Families devastated by disease 
are finding healing and wholeness. The hungry are 
being fed. Poor farmers are prospering. People who 
suffered from poisoned water now have clean, life-
giving water to drink.

You might remember the tragic story of the Mseleni 
Children’s Home in South Africa, which was devastated 

by a fire that took two precious lives. With your help, 
the home is being rebuilt and staff are better able to 
resume their vital ministry to children.

All this is good news. But the real good news remains—
God loved us so much that He gave his only Son to 
die for our sins, and by believing, we have eternal life. 
That’s worth shouting from the mountaintops and 
proclaiming to the ends of the earth.

With your partnership, we are able to proclaim that 
good news. Thank you again for journeying with us.

Your partner in mission,

“Like cold water to a weary soul is  
good news from a distant land.”  

—Proverbs 25:25 NIV

“We have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing  

power is from God and not from us.” —2 Corinthians 4:7 NIV

BRUCE JOHNSON 
President SIM USA

So much to PRAY for . . .

SIM missionaries have been working on a  
chronological presentation of the gospel (CPG) 
for a remote tribe in Southern Ethiopia. At last, their 
work is complete and in the hands of the people 
who need it.

The Daasanach are one of the most isolated people 
groups in Ethiopia. Now they have the Bible’s entire 
redemption story in their own language. SIM workers 
even recorded the presentation so the people can 
listen to it whenever they want.

SIM missionary Donna Swart, who worked on the 
project with her husband Dick, says the recordings  
are having an amazing impact. “I have them in 
hands of committed Christians, mainly women, who 
play them nightly in the village,” she says. “We hear 
them singing songs along with the lessons at night.”

God uses you right where you are—as you pray for His work  
around the world

Here’s some great news . . .

FUNDS 
for the Mseleni  

Children’s Home  
to complete the  
rebuilding after  

the fire

SPIRITUAL 
STRENGTH 

AND  
PROTECTION  
for the new believers 

in South Sudan

Heavenly Father,

REVEAL YOURSELF as the One who meets all our 

needs, in good times and bad.

PROVIDE for all the faithful missionaries serving  

you at home and abroad. Sustain them physically and 

financially. Bless their families and relationships.

USE THEIR ENDEAVORS as a vehicle for sharing 

the gospel. Let their deeds be recognized as a witness 

of Your saving grace. Show the ones they’re serving 

that You love and care for them.

OPEN DOORS for the gospel to go forward,  

especially in areas where people haven’t yet heard of 

You. Turn back the opposition to Your Word that  

exists in so many places.

BUILD UP your Church, raising up leaders and  

disciples in areas that have recently r
eceived the gospel.

And, SHOW ME what part You 

have for me in Your mighty plan. 

Give me insight, will, resources,  

and courage to follow Your  
leading wherever it takes me.

In Jesus’ name I pray,

Amen.

In your continuing prayers, please remember these needs:

“By day the LORD directs his love,  
at night his song is with me—a  
prayer to the God of my life.”   

—Psalm 42:8 NIV

HEALING 
for those affected 
by AIDS and Ebola 

in West Africa

RESOURCES 
AND WISDOM  
to share the gospel 
for those helping 

farmers in Ethiopia

NEW  
MISSIONARIES   
to take the gospel 
to places where it 

is still unknown
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"Nobody has ever told us the truth about Jesus the 
Messiah,” the young man said, “until now.”

He and three others from the Ingessana tribe had 
traveled from their home in a refugee camp to find 
an SIM missionary named Getachew. They’d heard 
how Getachew led another tribe to faith in Jesus, and 
they wanted this savior for their own people.

SIM workers had been active in the refugee camps for 
years—providing medical care, building trust among 
the people. Now their labors are beginning to bear 
spiritual fruit.

The young men explained their mission to Getachew. 
“We held a big meeting,” their spokesman said, “and 
now the whole of the Ingessana youth want to believe 
in Jesus the Messiah.”

Days later, SIM missionaries had a historic meeting 
with the Ingessana chiefs. The leaders of this formerly 
Muslim tribe announced their decision to embrace 
the Christian faith.

This is a small picture of what God is doing in South 
Sudan—where war has separated families and left 
many as refugees. But God is shining His light in 
this strife-torn land. Individuals and entire tribes are 
learning about Jesus—and many are believing. Now 
more people from the same tribe and refugee camp 
are responding to the gospel. But there are many 
more who need to hear. 

God’s Word is spreading, even in the most hostile 
terrain. The missionaries who labor here are 
empowered by your support. We can’t thank you 
enough.  

5

THE LIGHT SHINES IN A  

SOUTH SUDAN REFUGEE CAMP
They heard about Jesus—and traveled for miles to learn more

The Ingessana people embraced 
Jesus as their savior. And many  

have been baptized.
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Amara always hoped to achieve a better life for 
himself and his family. And his dream began to come 
true when he attended a farming training with SIM’s 
5Fs (Forest, Fruit & Forage for Farm Families) team, 
where sound business practices are combined with a 
biblical worldview. Amara began studying the Bible 
and embracing Jesus as his “bread of life.” With his 
newfound faith and training, Amara has begun a 
profitable vegetable business, and he wants to use it as 
a bridge to tell others about Jesus.

 

SHARING THE GOOD NEWS WITH   

FARMERS IN ETHIOPIA

The Sheikh family began noticing white spots on 
their skin and when their water was tested, they 
found the arsenic level was 40 times the acceptable 
limit! They were suffering from arsenic poisioning.

SIM missionaries reached out to the Sheikhs with a 
solution, a water filter from the nearest SIM office, 
to make their water safe again. They also entered 
SIM’s three-year medical treatment plan and began 
improving right away.

Many people in Africa and Latin America have 
no clean water nearby. When you support these 
projects, you’re showing God’s love—and helping  
to save lives.  

Peace was just a few hours old when her mother 
died of AIDS. Her family wanted to care for her, but 
couldn’t afford the cost of milk formula. That’s when 
HOPE for AIDS Zimbabwe stepped in. They supplied 
the milk formula that Peace needed. And they 
purchased a goat for the family so it could give milk. 
Through this nourishment and care, Peace has grown 
strong, and the goats have reproduced, providing 
needed income for her family!

HOPE for AIDS meets these challenges every day—
because the survivors of AIDS aren’t just those who 
have the disease; the people around them suffer too.

You can share God’s love in the midst of tragedy by 
supporting HOPE for AIDS.

Giving is a beautiful part of the Christmas season. And you’ll find lots of 
opportunities to give in this year’s SIM Gift Catalog (simusa.org/giftcatalog).

Here are a few of the dynamic ministries you can empower with your support:

$30
$60

$120
$204

buys a goat to provide milk for an 
orphaned infant

buys one year of HIV medication

pays for a year of primary school

buys six months of milk formula for  
a baby

SEE YOUR GIVING IN ACTION By partnering with SIM missionaries you become  
a vital part of God’s work around the world

BRINGING   

SAFE, CLEAN WATER TO THIRSTY PEOPLE

HOPE FOR AIDS

$5
$20

$200

provides a micro SD card with an audio  
Bible and the Jesus Film

buys 200 tree seedlings for trained farmers

provides four days of forestry, fruit, or 
business training for five farmers

Fund ID: 501849

$21
$84

$5,000

provides a lifesaving water filter 
for thirsty families
provides a water test kit, good for 
100 tests
provides a water well to serve a 
village of 500 people

Fund ID: 501846

Fund ID: 501852
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It was June 2015 that fire brought heartbreak and 
tragedy to the Mseleni Children’s Home in South 
Africa. In the blaze they lost a precious child, and 
also a beloved teacher who went back into the flames 
to rescue others.

Adding to their grief, the children had to be 
relocated until the buildings were safe to live in 
again. It was a heartrending time for everyone.

Now, hope is rising as the rebuilding has begun. 
Progress is being made on the new therapy center, 
and work on the new boys’ dormitory will begin as 
soon as the needed funds are available. 

Meanwhile, generous donors are stepping forward 
to help. Rachel, an Mseleni staff member, expresses 
her appreciation this way: “We have a phrase in Zulu 
which literally translates, ‘I lack a mouth,’ when we 
just can't find the words to express gratitude!”

Just days after the fire, Rachel planted a garden on 
the Mseleni grounds in the “spirit of Jeremiah.” You 
may remember, in the dark days of Israel’s exile 
to Babylon, God told Jeremiah to buy a field—as a 
sign that “Houses, fields and vineyards will again be 
bought in this land” (Jeremiah 32:15 NIV).

The men, women, and children of Mseleni are 
pressing on in the same spirit of faith and hope.

Please continue to pray for them—especially the 
children, who are still recovering from the trauma 
and disruption they’ve experienced. And pray for the 
funds to complete the new boys’ dormitory.

PO Box 7900, Charlotte, NC 28241-7900    1-800-521-6449   SIMUSA.org SIM0430NL1

REBUILDING AFTER THE FIRE
Grief gives way to hope at Mseleni Chidren’s Home

“Ah, Sovereign Lord, you have made 
the heavens and the earth by your 
great power and outstretched arm. 
Nothing is too hard for you.”  

—Jeremiah 32:17 NIV
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