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As you read through this issue of SIM Global you’ll 
notice a few things.

First, there’s a strong emphasis on prayer. We’re 
reminded to seek God’s guidance and provision in 
everything we do. There’s a good reason for that.  
And we’re encouraged as we’ve seen God answer many 
of our prayers.

In February, we began asking God for more teachers  
in the mission field. And He provided! 

You’ll read the story of one of those teachers, Ann 
Berry, who received God’s unmistakable guidance in 
drawing her back to the field. We’re glad to have her 
back—along with all the other dedicated folks who 
serve overseas and at home.

You will also notice an emphasis on relationships. All 
the ministries we highlight here are relational in some 
special way. That’s appropriate because God seeks to 
have a relationship with us, and we reflect His nature 
by building relationships of trust and care with others. 
The best investment we can make is to show the love  
of Jesus to the people He brings our way.

Sports Friends is a unique ministry that brings young 
people together around what they already love—sports. 

Their coaches use the opportunity to tell them about 
Jesus. They’re finding God, forging friendships, and 
having fun in the process.

Beauty for Ashes reaches women who’ve been neglected 
and abused by society and shows them a life of hope 
and dignity. They learn love and respect from the 
dedicated B4A staff members—and then they can go 
on to care for others.

These ministers of the gospel are all finding innovative 
avenues for bringing the message of Jesus to the 
world. God is moving powerfully in the 21st century—
delivering the timeless message of the gospel in 
surprising new ways.

I hope you’ll be encouraged and inspired as you 
read on. And please remember, I deeply value your 
partnership in this work. We’re walking together in  
an exciting adventure. Let’s keep going!

Your partner in mission,

All this is from God, who reconciled us to  

himself through Christ and gave us the ministry  

of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the 

world to himself in Christ, not counting people's 

sins against them. And he has committed to  

us the message of reconciliation. 

 —2 Corinthians 5:18-19 NIV

“I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world 

will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”  

—John 17:23 NIV

BRUCE JOHNSON 
President SIM USA
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Praying for Teachers
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ARE YOU A TEACHER? Ever dreamed 
of going to the mission field? We need 
teachers to serve—in Nigeria and other 
critical areas around the world.

TEACHERS NEEDED

UPDATE AND PRAISE REPORT

In February we asked you to join us in praying for 
more teachers in the mission field. God has been 
answering those prayers! We’re delighted to report 
that as we prayed, He provided 12 new and continuing 
teachers for the 2016-2017 school year, and we are 
hearing from even more teachers interested in serving. 
Praise the Lord!

One of those answers to prayer is Ann Berry, a teacher 
who became interested in mission work after reading 
an SIM newsletter much like this one.

Ann is a teacher at the Galmi Day School in Niger. 
While we were praying, she was praying too—asking 
God if she should extend her term for another year. 
She said, “If Jesus wants me to come back, He’s going 
to have to show me by providing the finances.”

God brought in enough support to convince her to 
stay—but not all she needed. That came only after she 

made her decision. Then, miraculously, the entire amount 
was provided—some by donors she didn’t even know. 
Apparently, God wanted her to take a step of faith!

Now she’s delighted to be returning to school teaching  
the children of medical missionaries so they can serve 
others at the Galmi Hospital. The way Ann sees it, 
everyone has a part to play in the body of Christ.

PRAY FOR MISSION WORK AT GALMI, THAT . . .
    •   The mission team would truly reflect the love  

of Jesus in the community,

    •   The children will be encouraged to know and  
share the love of Jesus, and

    •    The children would gain a sense of who Jesus is.

PLEASE ALSO PRAY THAT GOD WOULD PROVIDE 
MORE EDUCATORS TO SERVE. WE NEED:
    •   Elementary school teachers at 17 schools,

    •   Middle and high school teachers at 15 schools,

    •   Directors and principals at 10 schools, and 

    •   Even more ESL, homeschool, and local  
schoolteachers.

Ann Berry’s teaching ministry is a vital 
part of building up the body of Christ—
and the work of mission.
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BUILDING BONDS 

SPORTS FRIENDS 
has found a unique way  
to share the love of JesusSHARING THE GOSPEL



Michelle Palacio works with kids of all nationalities in 
Sports Friends.

David began working with Sports Friends as a young boy. 
He’s now a coach.
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BUILDING BONDS 
THROUGH HARD WORK—AND FUN

Young people everywhere love sports. The 
ministry of Sports Friends taps into that 
common interest to share the love of Jesus 

Christ while building relationships that last.

Working with local church leaders, Sports Friends 
develops Christ-centered sports programs in 
countries around the world. Children come to play—
and hear the gospel at the same time.

Michelle Palacio works with the Sport Friends 
support services team and travels to participate 
in sports camps. She especially appreciates the 
ministry’s spiritual emphasis. “Discipleship and the 
gospel are first and foremost,” she says. The ministry 
also considers each child’s interests and personality, 
encouraging them to find God’s unique calling in 
their lives.

God used Sports Friends to work in the heart of 
David, an Ethiopian who came to the ministry as a 
young boy. He returned home with a passion to bring 

the gospel to his people—and fight the witchcraft 
infecting his village. He stood strong for Jesus, despite 
his youth. “We have these ideas that we need to be 
older and experienced to take a stand for the gospel,” 
Michelle says. But she watched David develop into a 
leader and evangelist while still in his teens. He’s now 
a Sports Friends coach.

Sports Friends offers believers lots of opportunities 
to share the gospel through giving. One American 
donor gave a dozen soccer balls for the ministry in 
Niger. The kids were incredulous. “Do you mean 
there are people in America who know about 
Nigerien kids?” they asked. “Why would someone 
there want to send us a soccer ball?”

The coach told them, “The person who sent you this 
soccer ball is a Christian. He sent it to you because he 
loves you, even though he’s never met you.”

This is a picture of how God loves each of us. That’s 
what Sports Friends is all about. 
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Beauty
FOR

ASHES
A PLACE OF HEALING AND HOPE: 

B4A RESTORATION HOME

HEALING AND HOPE

“I am so thankful for all that I have 
learnt in the home and for all the  
support I have received.”  —Anna



“The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD 

is on me, because the LORD has 

anointed me to proclaim good 

news to the poor.”

They call it Atulya in the local dialect. That means 
Beauty for Ashes, and it’s the perfect name for this 
women’s home in Delhi, India.

The women who come here have been abused. 
Exploited. Trafficked. Raped. Others have suffered 
the bondage of addiction and abject poverty.

They typically have no connections. No friends.  
No money.

At the B4A Restoration Home for Women at Risk, 
they find shelter. Love. Community.

They have a chance to discover who they really are. 
In a safe place. Far from the cruel oppression of 
their former lives.

Most of all, they learn about Jesus, who loves each 
of them enough to give His life.

And, often for the first time, they have a chance  
to dream.

The women are encouraged to finish their 
education and find employment. There’s also a 
home school where those in need of education 
learn to read and write—in Hindi as well as English.

In the most poignant scenarios, women are 
restored to their families. And for every woman, 
B4A offers a chance to start anew—with hope, 
confidence, and dignity.

“He has sent me to bind up the 

brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom 

for the captives and release from 

darkness for the prisoners . . . to 

bestow on them a crown of beauty 

instead of ashes . . .” 

—Isaiah 61:1,3

BEAUTY FOR ASHES  
IS GIVING DISTRESSED  
WOMEN A LIFE OF DIGNITY  
AND PURPOSE

Pray with Us
Beauty for Ashes Restoration Home cherishes your 
prayers. Below are some things we’d like you to bring 
before God:

Pray for . . .

    •   New staff and volunteers—even while we thank 
Him for the ones He’s already sent,

    •   Strong relationships with the girls so we can help 
them make the best choices,

    •   Encouragement as the girls learn the values of 
hard work, faithfulness, and responsibility,

    •   More work opportunities for the girls, and
    •   Boldness for girls going into stressful situations—

such as testifying in court.  

B4A helps women escape the bondage  
of prostitution and abuse.

The B4A Restoration Home for Women at Risk  is a refuge of peace in a troubled city. 
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If the stories in this newsletter touched your heart, 
there are some specific ways you can respond.

First, your gifts are always needed. So please, give 
whatever you can to support the important work SIM 
missionaries are doing around the world.

And second—of course—PRAY for those striving to 
serve God through the relationships He brings their way.

Lord, please continue to protect, 
bless, and guide the Galmi Hospital 
and Day School, Sports Friends, and 
Beauty for Ashes.

Extend your grace also to Ann Berry, 
Michelle Palacio, David, and all their 
coworkers.

Please empower the teachers on the 
mission field to share your grace and 
truth with their students.

Grant patience to the workers as they 
serve their communities and wait for 
You to work.

Give wisdom to all the missionaries 
as they seek the right words and 
opportunities to share the love of 
Jesus.

And Lord, please reveal your will for 
my life as I seek to serve you.

Amen.

Remember, you’re on a mission field, too! Ask God who 
He might want you to share with today. 

PRAY WITH US
Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances;  
for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. —1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

PRAYER




