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Not long ago I was speaking to a group of college 
students about opportunities to serve abroad, and  
I decided to challenge them. “Tell me what your 
major is,” I said, “and let’s see if SIM has an 
opportunity for you.”

About 45 of them called out their areas of study. It 
was amazing to realize that SIM could place every one 
of them somewhere in the world.

That’s the scale of our work—and our challenge. As 
Jesus said, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers 
are few.”

The stories you’ll read here reflect just a part of the 
great work God is doing through SIM missionaries 
everywhere. I hope you’ll see how fruitful your 
investment in SIM’s work has been.

You’ll learn how to share Jesus more effectively with 
the Muslim world, particularly during their holy 
month of Ramadan.

You’ll read the dramatic story of a premature baby 
whose health problems opened the door for the 
gospel in East Africa.

You’ll be encouraged by the renewal of SIM’s ELWA 
Hospital after the devastation of Ebola.

And you’ll find out what it’s like to train missionaries 
who’ve never been exposed to other cultures.

Even as we engage in mission work around the world, 
we’re feeling called to reemphasize our original 
calling—focusing on areas where Jesus is least known. 
That means especially North Africa, East Asia, and 
the Middle East.

I’m very pleased to announce SIM’s partnership with 
Middle East Christian Outreach (MECO). We’ve 
been impressed with their ministry for some time; 
they’re well established and experienced, with a 
good reputation. And they work with local churches, 
which is an important part of effective mission work. 
Together we’ll do things neither ministry could 
accomplish alone.

Please join us in asking God to use this collaboration 
for His glory.

Your partner in mission,

Then he said to his disciples,  
The harvest is plentiful but  

the workers are few.” 
 —Matthew 9:37 NIV

BRUCE JOHNSON 
President SIM USA

Muslims are thinking about  
God during Ramadan

Muslims believe in one God who created the universe and demands 
complete devotion. But in their worldview, God is remote and 
unknowable. A kind, loving God who cares personally for each of His 
children is not part of their experience.

From June 6 to July 5, Muslims around the world are observing 
Ramadan, a month of fasting and worship. That means they are more 
open than usual to learning about God. It’s a perfect time to convey the 
love and message of Jesus.

During this window of opportunity, pray that Muslims would come to 
know the God who “so loved the world that He gave His one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

Praying for Muslims

”
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Whoever and wherever you are—  
you have a part to play!

Making sure your impact endures
The work of God will continue after we are gone. You can make 
sure your legacy of help endures—through planned giving.

Including SIM in your estate plan is easy. Contact Stewardship 
Director Mike Dey at (704) 587-1473 or mike.dey@sim.org. We’ll 
help you come to a plan that reflects your commitment to the 
gospel.

You’ll have the assurance of knowing your contribution to 
God’s work will last—long into the future.

“Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to 
send out workers into his harvest field.”  
—Matthew 9:38

» Please PRAY » Please GO

» Please GIVE

During this Ramadan month, pray for God’s 
intervention in the Muslim world.

Praise God for raising up global mission workers from 
ethnic minorities.

Pray for many more Christian workers to witness to 
refugees, immigrants, and least-reached peoples.

Ask God to bless our work with MECO by providing:

•  Bible teachers 
•  Business leaders 
•  Medical professionals 
•  Teachers of English as a second language 
•  His continued protection

Pray for the protection of medical missionaries in Africa 
and East Asia.

Pray especially for SIM’s missionary doctors in Nepal: 
Christine, Ansie, Julie, Dave, and Jenny, as they minister 
the love of Jesus Christ through physical and spiritual 
healing throughout the country.

If you’re sensing God’s call to serve unreached peoples, 
SIM would like to help you discern His leading. When 
missionaries work with SIM, we make every effort to 
provide them with superb care. We respect and value 
them too much to let them struggle on their own! 
Please contact us to learn more.

“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who 
bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good 
tidings, who proclaim salvation.” —Isaiah 52:7

SIM missionaries depend on God’s provision through 
devoted partners like you. Your gifts bless them much 
more than you could ever imagine. By partnering 
with SIM you’ll help sustain the lives of God’s workers, 
support great medical ministries like ELWA Hospital, 
provide medical supplies and food, and spread the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.

Please prayerfully consider what you might be able to 
give today.
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Radical Islam is engulfing the world in war, 
terrorism, and chaos as never before. This 
is causing many Muslims to question their 

beliefs.

At this strategic moment, SIM is partnering with 
Middle East Christian Outreach (MECO) to bring 
the hope of Christ to troubled people. Together 
we’ll minister to refugees fleeing terror in their 
homelands. We’ll help to start businesses in 
impoverished communities, building relationships 
that can lead to sharing the gospel. And we’ll work 

with local churches to disciple new believers and 
equip them for mission work.

It will take $750,000 to do these things that God is 
calling us to in the Middle East. We’re praying He 
will provide the needed funds. And we’re confident 
He will, using our faithful partners and whatever 
other sources He may choose. Would you prayerfully 
consider supporting ministry opportunities like these 
that will reach those who need to hear about Jesus?

The Muslim world has been historically resistant to 
the Christian faith. But God has ways of penetrating 
barriers—as He’s doing right now in so many places. 
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Matt and Kristi Florek are bringing medical care and the gospel to Muslims in Ethiopia

GOD OPENS  
A DOOR

TO REACH MUSLIMS 
WITH THE GOSPEL
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Hadha Muse and her baby Moses with Matt Florek.
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the size of the meetings grew—eventually including 
about 30 people.

In this ancient African culture, Matt says, “decisions 
are made by families and communities.”  Hadha 
Muse’s family members were deeply influenced by what 
they had seen and heard. “After several months of 
weekly visits, Hadha Muse’s seven brothers talked with 
us,” Matt recalls. “They said, ‘We discussed amongst 
ourselves and our families, and have decided what  
you have been saying is true.’”

Now as new believers they continue to meet each 
Tuesday afternoon in what has become an authentic 
house church.

And Hadha Muse, the Mother of Moses, has decided  
on a name for her special child—Moses, of course. 

THE STORY OF A LITTLE BABY—AND A 
NEW CHURCH

Matt and Kristi Florek are Christian physicians at an SIM 
clinic in Ethiopia where both the gospel and medical 
care are scarce. The local population of about 12,000 
is almost all Muslim. But Matt and Kristi watched God 
perform a dramatic work there. And it all started with  
a little baby.

Hadha Muse—her name means mother of Moses—gave 
birth prematurely and her baby had health problems 
from the start. Adi, a local midwife who is also a believer, 
began helping her and sharing stories from the Old 
Testament along the way. Hadha Muse was especially 
touched by the biblical story of Moses, whose life was 
saved for a divine purpose. Could her baby also be such  
a special child?

Matt, Kristi, and Adi drove to Hadha Muse’s village for 
a follow-up visit, where they were greeted by a group of 
curious friends and neighbors. The team provided vital 
medical care for the baby—and shared a story from the 
Bible with the assembled group. 

“The people really enjoy storytelling,” Matt says. They 
also love entertaining guests. “Hospitality is really,  
really important and highly valued,” he says. “Going  
to somebody’s house is a huge honor for them, to  
serve coffee and maybe food, and to just sit and talk  
for a while.”

The team returned several times, sharing stories from 
the Bible along with their medical skill. And each time, 

We discussed amongst ourselves and our families,  
and have decided what you have been saying is true.”

”

Matt and Kristi Florek are bringing medical care and the gospel to Muslims in Ethiopia
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The Ebola crisis in West Africa may have passed, but its 
devastating effects linger. During the outbreak, more than 
28,000 people were infected and over 11,000 died.

The contagious nature of the disease makes it dangerous 
for those who try to help. During the crisis, over 800 health 
care workers contracted the disease themselves. More than 
500 of them died.

Survivors often experience long-term physical problems, but 
the emotional damage can be even worse. They remember 
the horror and the loved ones they’ve lost.

SIM’s ELWA Hospital in Liberia is facing these challenges 
head-on. In addition to treating everyday physical needs, 
it supports an Ebola Survivor Clinic where patients can 
receive treatment, counseling, and referrals for more help. 
The chaplain’s office provides hope and pastoral care. And 
ELWA Radio provides education, news updates, and the 
gospel of Jesus Christ to the surrounding areas—in nine 
languages!

“We’re coming for you!” the man in the white gown said. “So get ready!”

It was a dream. But for William Pewee, it was very real. As a volunteer 
administrative assistant at ELWA Hospital, he knew the deadly 
consequences of Ebola. That very night he had asked the Lord to send 
someone to encourage the patients there during the nights, when patients 
were most frightened.

But now it was his turn to be a victim. He argued and wrestled with the 
man in white—and then he awoke. Soon he was feeling the chills of a 
fever. He had contracted Ebola.

God answered his prayer by sending him right into the Ebola ward, and 
late at night, William gathered with the other patients to pray, sing, and 
read the Bible. In the midst of death, there was life. 

By God’s grace, William’s sickness was relatively mild. He survived. And 
then he realized—he was the one who must minister to the other victims.

GOD’S RENEWAL AFTER CRISIS 
SIM’S ELWA HOSPITAL IS BRINGING NEW LIFE TO EBOLA SURVIVORS

HE NEVER IMAGINED HE’D BE THE  
ANSWER TO HIS OWN PRAYER

William Pewee was helping 
Ebola patients. Then he 
caught the disease himself.
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There’s a stigma associated with carrying a deadly disease—
even when the danger has passed. So Ebola survivors often have 
trouble talking about their experiences. But when they talk with 
Nancy Writebol, they feel a kinship. It’s not just because she’s the 
personnel coordinator at ELWA Hospital. It’s not even because 
she’s a trained trauma healing facilitator.

It’s because Nancy herself is an Ebola survivor.

Every Wednesday morning Nancy interviews survivors to register 
them for healthcare services. When she tells them of her own 
Ebola experience, their eyes flash with recognition. They realize 
they’re talking with someone who understands.

One survivor was especially memorable for Nancy. Solomon (not 
his real name) had spent days trying to get his sick children into 
a treatment center. Then he contracted Ebola himself. To convey 
the depth of his sorrow, he showed Nancy a four-page booklet he 
had compiled.

On the first page, he had written, “In loving memory of our 
beloved family members who departed this world as a result of 
this deadly Ebola virus disease in Liberia in the year 2014.” The 
following pages contained records of each family member 
who had died—a photograph, name, date of birth, family 
relation, and date of death. Solomon’s children were among 
the dead.

He presented this book of remembrance to Nancy—and 
asked her to keep it. She was stunned and honored.

Solomon began participating in a Trauma Healing 
group with other Ebola survivors. It was the beginning of 
God’s healing process for him. And that healing 
continues with the many other sufferers who are finding 
help through God’s SIM outpost in Liberia. 

IDENTIFYING WITH THE HURTING.
SHARING THEIR PAIN.

Nancy Writebol isn’t just the 
personnel coordinator at ELWA 
Hospital. She’s an Ebola survivor, too.

They realize they’re 
talking with someone 
who understands.”

”
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*Name changed

RoxAnne Cox trains young missionaries at 
SIM Korea. From there, they often travel to the 
unreached areas of East Asia, which are not far 
away. But there are important cultural lessons 
they must learn before they go.

Christian workers who venture into these areas 
unprepared often return discouraged and 
disillusioned. Why? As RoxAnne says, “They 
haven’t understood the people’s worldview.” 

Much of East Asia is Muslim, which presents 
unique challenges. As she points out, “Until 
you understand the worldview of Islam—what 
their values are, what’s important to them—and 
see through their lens, you will not be able to 
effectively communicate the gospel.”

“In Islam, there is no concept of God having a 
personal relationship with you,” RoxAnne explains. 
So Christians who talk in those terms often have 
trouble communicating. They must show that 
relationship in their lives and then teach about it 
patiently.

RoxAnne recalls one young Asian man who did 
just that. Timothy* overcame incredible obstacles 
to become a missionary. To start with, he didn’t 
come from the “right” background. “In his 
culture,”RoxAnne explains, “you have to become 
a pastor before you become a missionary.” 
And, it’s important to come from a “good” 

family. Timothy had none of those advantages. 
Moreover, he suffered from health problems, 
having lost a lung to cancer.

But Timothy felt called to bring the gospel to 
those living in spiritual darkness. So he applied 
himself and excelled in his training and 
language studies. He learned how important 
relationships are in sharing the gospel, and how  
to do it in a culturally meaningful way.

When he reached the field Timothy soon found 
a unique way to build friendships. Despite his 
health challenges, he had become a five-time black 
belt master in Taekwondo, a Korean martial arts 
discipline. Young people there were fascinated 
by this skill, so he began traveling to villages to 
give Taekwondo demonstrations. This became a 
powerful platform for ministry.

After his two-year stint abroad, Timothy might 
have settled into a normal life at home. Instead, 
he’s going back—to an even more remote region 
in this Muslim land. He wants to be a witness for 
Christ—where He is least known.

“This is one example of one of our students who 
got the vision for unreached people groups, who 
got the training and used it appropriately, was 
tremendously successful, and is going back to do 
something even more challenging,” RoxAnne says.

That’s how God equips His servants—and how 
your giving enables them to accomplish great 
things on the mission field.

THANK YOU so much for your interest and 
support for the missionaries of SIM.

The updates we’ve shared here are just a sampler 
of the great work being done by these brave men 
and women around the world.

It’s all possible because of the incredible grace 
of God—and the generosity of faithful friends 
like you. 

PREPARING FOR THE MISSION FIELD
Training tomorrow’s missionaries is challenging— 
and rewarding

By understanding the Muslim worldview, 
Christian missionaries learn the best way to 
share Jesus with them.


