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Although the Ebola virus has moved 
off the front page, it hasn’t gone away 
in West Africa. And neither have we.

SIM has been committed to the 
people of Liberia since our first radio 
broadcast in 1954. And as the deadly 
disease ravaged West Africa last year, 
our staff and volunteers at SIM’s 
ELWA Hospital in Liberia never 
wavered in their courageous care of 
the sick and hurting. (Read more 
about the continuing fight against 
Ebola on pages 4-5.)

Even now, though the crisis has 
somewhat abated, Ebola hotspots 

continue to flare up throughout 
the region—and our missionaries, 
physicians, and other workers put 
God’s love into action no matter  
the cost.

Last month, Dr. Rick Sacra, an  
Ebola survivor, returned to Liberia 
to serve the sick. Nancy Writebol, 
another survivor of the deadly  
virus, returns this month with her 
husband David, who is the new 
director for SIM Liberia. That’s 
commitment and servant sacrifice.

These brave ministry partners  
reveal a heart of sacrifice typical of 
SIM workers around the world. It 
takes a selfless heart to serve God’s 
global Church. SIM workers and 
volunteers leave behind families, 
jobs, and material comforts. They risk 
their health in many cases . . . and 
even their lives at times! And your 
sacrificial giving makes it all possible.

The SIM missionary families you 
helped evacuate at the height of the 
Ebola crisis are now returning to the 
region to carry on God’s work. For 
these dedicated workers, it was not 
a matter of “if” they would return. It 
was a question of “when.” They need 
your continued prayers and support.

Our devoted laborers are eager  
to be a part of both physical and 
spiritual healing in Liberia and 
around the world. We are called to 
proclaim the gospel and equip the 
Church in addition to responding  
to need. It is a commitment you 
make possible. Take a moment to 
read about your opportunities to 
impact lives for eternity through 
efforts like the Malawi Missions 
Initiative (page 6) and oral Bible 
storytelling in Peru (page 7).

Please continue to pray for  
all our SIM partners in Liberia,  
Malawi, Peru, and beyond, who  
serve with a heart of sacrifice.  
God uses your selfless support  
to continue these and other  
life-changing efforts around  
the world. Take stock of the  
many gifts God has granted in 
your life, and give from your own 
generous heart of sacrifice—so 
that we may see the body of Christ 
established in all places, among  
all peoples to the glory of God.  
Your prayers and gifts are so vital. 
Thank you!

THE CALL

BRUCE JOHNSON 
President SIM USA

SNAPSHOTS

SIM’S ELWA HONORED BY TIME MAGAZINE
TIME magazine honored SIM “Ebola Fighter” doctors in 
their “Person of the Year 2014” issue.

Dr. Jerry Brown, medical director of SIM’s ELWA Hospital, 
is featured on the cover of the magazine. We rejoice that Dr. 
Brown and many others are being publicly recognized for 
their self-sacrificing efforts to combat the Ebola crisis. We 
also give thanks that God continues to provide the strength 
they need to persevere.

WITNESS THE EBOLA WARRIORS AT WORK
Experience the enormity and emotion of the Ebola fight  
with a rare glimpse inside SIM’s ELWA Hospital. Watch as  

Dr. John Fankhauser, deputy medical director, shares  
his personal thoughts about the epidemic—along  
with his sincerest expressions of faith and gratitude.  
Also, view more compelling SIM video at vimeo.com/simusa.

HEART OF SACRIFICE

https://vimeo.com/112712089
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»  TRANSLATING 
Scripture for those who wait in Nigeria

In 1968, Ross Jones and his wife Joy responded 
to God’s call to translate the Bible into the 
Boko, Bokobaru, and Bisã languages in West 
Africa. Although his beloved wife passed away 
in 2009, Ross is still committed to sharing 
God’s Word, especially for the people groups 
of the endangered Busa, Kyanga, and Shanga 
languages.

“There are 260,000 people who speak the 
languages, and less than 100 Christians among 
them,” Ross says. In five years, Ross hopes to 
help translate 30 percent of the Bible into these 
languages, as well as develop literacy programs. 
Please pray for Ross and this continuing effort!

»  EQUIPPING
Missionaries in South Korea

SIM’s Jimmy and RoxAnne Cox prepare Korean 
students for missionary service through their 
Missionary Training Course in South Korea. The Asian 
Center for Theological Studies and Mission equips a 
new generation of disciples to share the gospel.

“We try to help Koreans understand the principles of 
sharing the gospel and planting churches outside of 
their own culture,” RoxAnne says. “Our ministry allows 
us to impact every corner of the globe by investing 
in Koreans who carry the gospel to scores of people 
groups, especially in restricted access countries where 
westerners are not welcomed.”

»  WITNESSING 
House churches expanding in Pakistan

In Pakistan, where 97 percent of the population  
is Muslim, there is a unique window of opportunity  
to reach out to a small Hindu minority group.  
Since the Marwari Church Planting project was 
initiated in 2008, the number of house churches 
has grown from just a handful to 70. In recent 
months more than 40 families have come to faith 
in Jesus Christ! Through your gifts and prayers, 
God is using this successful project to train local 
Christians to lead house churches, mentor new 
believers, and model their faith. As house churches 
grow, Marwari believers can become channels 
of the gospel for their unreached families and 
neighbors.

SIM AT WORK

AROUND THE WORLD

“ I never realized before that the command 
to ‘go and make disciples’ meant me!” 
—student of Missionary Training Course, 
South Korea

“ I have the words 
of eternal life and 
as long as I have 
the energy and 
strength, I want 
to do my best to 
reach them.”  
—Ross Jones,  
Bible translator

Discipleship 
empowers new 
believers to resist 
social pressures 
and rely on their 
faith.
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When the Ebola virus wreaked 
havoc on West Africa, the eyes 

of the world turned to Liberia . . .  
and SIM’s ELWA Hospital.

The epidemic dominated headlines 
and imaginations for months. And 
fear of the life-shattering illness 
ignited the globe with good reason:

The Centers for Disease Control 
reports 23,539 cases and 9,541 
deaths from the 2014 Ebola 
epidemic, the worst in history.*

West Africans bore the brunt  
of the tragedy. In the midst of it 
all, SIM’s ELWA Hospital in Liberia 
offered quality treatment with the 
compassion and care of Jesus  
Christ to those desperate for  
healing and hope.

And when missionaries Nancy 
Writebol, Dr. Kent Brantly, and Dr. 
Rick Sacra contracted the disease, 
the world saw firsthand the power of 
prayer. We rejoiced in their healing 
and continued fighting to save lives. 

Through it all, we leaned on 
the prayers and support of our 
dedicated partners like you. When 
we found ourselves suddenly at the 
center of an exploding epidemic, 
we were strengthened by God’s 
supernatural care—and by the 
generosity of caring hearts.

In the fight for life, our expenses 
soared to $1.57 million to cover 
critical evacuations and other urgent 
needs. Praise God for faithful 
friends who responded so quickly 
and generously—answering God’s 

call by giving in love—with more 
than $1.85 million.

Not only did God provide for our 
$1.57 million in costs through our 
community of hope, but we are 
continuing to deploy funds to fight 
Ebola. Though the fight is not yet 
over, we have reason to hope, as 
Ebola’s spread has slowed in Liberia. 

Out of the ashes of fear and pain, 
God delivered beauty. He showed 
the world the compassion of 
His people in action and shared 
the beauty of life . . . every life. 
God’s global Church is serving 
sacrificially, and giving sacrificially. 
God does indeed answer prayer 
and work through His children 
to demonstrate His love and 
compassion and spread the gospel.

Members of The Evangelical Church of Liberia (ECOL) were hit hard during 
the Ebola epidemic. Entire families have been infected with the virus, children 
orphaned, and loved ones taken by the disease. But the Church launched into 
action, lifted by the prayers and support of our SIM family around the world.

Rejoice in the quick action and emergency response of God’s people!  
ECOL initiated:

LIBERIAN CHURCH LAUNCHES INTO ACTION!

• Prayer for the Nation: Mobilizing 
churches for special prayer 
meetings and prayer chains on 
behalf of the nation. The prayer 
campaign continues to this day!

• Ebola Prevention Training: 
Churches launching Ebola 
awareness campaigns to teach 
members and their communities 
how to prevent infection. 
Educating congregants about 
the history, effect, modes of 
transmission and prevention of  
the deadly virus.

• Relief Assistance: Raising  
support among the churches  
and friends to provide food  
and other supplies to those 
impacted by Ebola. 

• Counseling Services: Offering 
services for those feeling the  
effects of trauma and grief as a 
result of the outbreak. Providing 
prayer and counseling by phone  
for people in need.

“ To bestow on them a crown 
of beauty instead of ashes, 
the oil of joy instead of 
mourning, and a garment of 
praise instead of a spirit of 
despair.” —Isaiah 61:3 NIVASHES

Instead of
Beauty

*See http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/outbreaks/2014-west-africa/case-counts.html
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Nancy Writebol

“I wrestled with how to tell Nancy she was infected. I could only imagine  
what the days ahead would be like,” her husband remembers. David will  
never forget that horrible moment when they discovered his wife, an SIM 
missionary at ELWA Hospital, was another victim. “It’s going to be okay,” 
Nancy told him, even as she held up her hand to prevent him from hugging 
her. She contracted Ebola while helping disinfect medical personnel during  
the outbreak. Nancy gained international attention when she was flown 
to the U.S. for treatment at Emory University Hospital in Atlanta, where 
she completely recovered from Ebola. “Nancy’s experience has opened up 
incredible opportunities for us to share hope and encouragement to a world 
living in fear and panic over the spread of Ebola. Her testimony of God’s  
mercy and power are proclaimed in ways we never imagined,” David says.

Dr. Rick Sacra

Dr. Rick Sacra served as acting medical director SIM’s ELWA Hospital from 
2008 to 2010. In early August he returned to ELWA to provide general medical 
support when SIM relocated its missionaries back to the U.S. After contracting 
Ebola while serving in the maternity ward, Sacra was flown to The University 
of Nebraska Medical Center in Omaha, where he successfully underwent 
treatment. His wife Debbie wrote about how the experience challenged her 
faith and what gave her strength:

“When Rick became sick, I had no idea what the outcome would be.  
But God felt near, and He woke me in the middle of the night with the 
words that Rick was His servant and that for him ‘to live is Christ, and to 
die is gain.’ Our trust was in Him. This experience sustained my faith that 
God was at work through the following weeks as Rick was treated and 
recovered from Ebola virus. By faith, I know He is at work in the ministry  
of ELWA through SIM.”

Dr. Jerry Brown

Dr. Jerry Brown, a Liberian, prepared the hospital to receive infected patients 
before the virus spread to the nation’s capital. He was instrumental in 
converting the hospital’s chapel into an Ebola treatment facility, the only one 
in Liberia for more than a month. He built a larger, second Ebola unit and 
treated those infected with the deadly virus.

Dr. Debbie Eisenhut

Dr. Debbie Eisenhut worked as a surgeon at ELWA. As part of the SIM medical 
team, she helped research Ebola, devised methods to treat patients, and 
designed best protection practices for health-care workers. After returning to 
the U.S. she assisted the CDC in training medical personnel to more safely care 
for Ebola patients in West Africa.

Dr. John Fankhauser

Dr. John Fankhauser is an SIM missionary who was practicing family medicine 
at ELWA. Since the outbreak, he has served three medical tours in Monrovia, 
providing critical care for non-Ebola patients. He did, however, treat Ebola 
stricken Nancy Writebol and Dr. Kent Brantly of Samaritan’s Purse. Fankhauser 
returned to Liberia when Dr. Rick Sacra was diagnosed with Ebola, caring for 
him and assuming his duties when he was flown to the U.S. for treatment. 

These and many more gave sacrificially and put their lives on the line for  
Ebola victims and the sick in West Africa. Please keep our ELWA family in  
your prayers!

WHO ARE THE EBOLA HEROES?

Dr. Rick Sacra

Nancy Writebol

Dr. Jerry Brown

Dr. Debbie Eisenhut

Dr. John Fankhauser
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Your support of SIM is making an exponential  
impact on those without Christ by empowering 
churches and believers in places like Malawi to  
carry forth the gospel.

In Malawi, one in four people call themselves Muslim. 
But because of the training and resources you help 
provide, God’s Church is growing in this African 
nation!

Through efforts and resources like the Malawi Missions 
Initiative and Pastors’ Book Set conferences, you are 
not only equipping local pastors, you are empowering 
missionaries to carry out God’s call to “go and make 
disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19 NIV).

“We have seen God work in Malawi,” says Hans-
Joerg Richter, our SIM missionary in Malawi. “Now, 
churches believe the time has come not only to 
receive missionaries, but to participate in the Great 
Commission themselves.”

One exciting step forward is a Seven-Part Mission 
Training Course sponsored by the Malawi Missions 
Initiative. The courses have already begun and will 
continue to run once a month through May 2015. 
These courses are equipping believers to share the 
gospel with the lost in Malawi and in neighboring 
countries.

At the first session, the Mission Strategies course, 
church leaders outlined the Scriptural basis for 
mission and shared opportunities for advancing the 
gospel.

“I felt God calling me out of my comfort zone to go 
and work in a remote rural area in Malawi,” Katherine 
Nkosi from the Church of Christ in Malawi shared with 
the group. “It was hard, but very fulfilling. I saw the 
hand of God at work.”

Speaker Nico Bontenball said, “The response to the 
training event was very encouraging, especially as this 
was the first of its type that we have tried to organize 
as the Malawi Missions Initiative. We need to build on 
this and make sure that the interest shown in the first 
part of the series continues. The passion for mission is 
growing in Malawi!”

So far, as many as 4,000 pastors and church leaders 
in Malawi have participated in critical equipping 
initiatives like the training events and Pastors’ Book 
Set conferences.

Further seminars include sessions on Culture and 
Mission, Financial Strategies, Mission in a Muslim 
Context, Mission in an African Traditional Religion 
Context, Mission and Leadership, and Mission and 
Church Planting. 

We will continue to support, equip, and send believers 
to reach their people in Malawi and neighboring 
countries like Zambia, Tanzania, Mozambique, and 
beyond. In fact, one Ethiopian missionary couple 
felt God’s call to come to Malawi to share the gospel. 
What a blessing to see God moving in Malawi and 
throughout the entire region!

Equipping believers to carry out the Great Commission
READY, CHURCH? LET’S GO!

»  Malawian missionaries are taking God’s Word into 
nearby countries like Mozambique, Zambia, South 
Africa, and Zimbabwe. Your support of SIM empowers 
God’s people to follow the Great Commission.

Therefore go and 
make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing 
them in the name 
of the Father and of 
the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.” 
Matthew 28:19 NIV Malawi

MALAWI MISSIONS ON THE MOVE

ON LOCATION
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You begin with a single believer

Brother Cecilio, SIM partner and evangelist in 
Peru, was traveling to teach Bible sessions when 
his bus stopped in the small, remote village of 
Huancarpuquio.

“I was curious about the spiritual condition there,” 
Cecilio remembers. “I saw an elderly man seated in  
the town square and asked him if there were any 
Christians in the town.”

The man replied, “My name is Juan, and I’m the  
only one!”

A single believer . . . a chance meeting—God was  
at work!

“Please come start a church in my town,” Juan pleaded 
with Cecilio. “My village needs Jesus. I can’t read or 
write, so I can’t teach the Bible to my neighbors.”

In this region of the world, illiteracy and ancient 
tradition have been barriers to sharing the gospel. 
Many people in remote areas practice a mix of 
animistic beliefs and “folk Catholicism.”

But through brave believers like Juan, your support 
of Bible storytelling and other SIM initiatives, and 
our partners like Cecilio, God can transform entire 
communities. Cecilio equipped Juan with an audio 
Bible device to allow him to hear Scripture regularly 
and teach his neighbors. He also began visiting the 
village almost weekly to teach the Bible orally and  
train Juan to be a pastor.

Juan got the word out, and people began attending the 
weekly meetings to memorize Bible stories and teach 

them to their family members and friends. In just four 
months, the Bible study grew from one person to 30!

Excitement is growing among the community, and the 
people are eager to learn more about Jesus through 
God’s Word. Your support of SIM is helping to bring 
the gospel to the unreached village of Huancarpuquio, 
and throughout Peru. Thank you!

INCOME STATEMENT | SIM USA | YEAR ENDED SEPT. 30, 2014
2014 EXPENSES 

In the remote villages of Peru, illiteracy can 
be a barrier to sharing the gospel. But God is 
using storytelling to reveal His eternal plan 
with the unreached.

HOW DO YOU WIN A VILLAGE FOR CHRIST?

»  Brother Cecilio, an evangelist and oral Bible teacher 
with SIM Peru, helped bring the gospel to the 
unreached village of Huancarpuquio.

REPORT FROM PERU

Support and Revenue ! $49,642,738

Investment income  
and changes in values  
of annuities and trusts !     1,283,933

 Total Income $50,926,671

Program Services !  $42,066,792

Supporting Services  !      8,785,272

 Total Expense $50,852,064

Changes in Net Assets ..................................................................$74,607

Net Assets Beginning of the Year ...........................  $35,928,997

Net Assets End of the Year ......................................... $36,003,604

2014 INCOME
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»  Please PRAY
God hears the prayers of His people! Your  
prayers stand in the gap for the lost and  
hurting around the world. Pray that:

•  God would give comfort, healing, and hope  
to those suffering from the Ebola virus

•  God would grant strength and protection  
for the brave healthcare workers who risk  
their lives to care for Ebola patients

•  God would provide the resources and  
volunteers to continue all the critical  
work at ELWA Hospital in Liberia

•  God would guide our local partners who  
are equipping local pastors, missionaries,  
and church planters in Malawi

•  Those who still wait to know God through His 
Word in places like Peru would hear the gospel

•  God would touch the hurting through the work 
of SIM around the world

» Please GIVE 
Support the projects you’ve read about in this  
issue of SIMGlobal by using the response device 
included with this newsletter, going online to 
SIMUSA.org/give, or by calling 1-800-521-6449.

SIM remains committed to the people of  
West Africa. That means meeting urgent  
needs, offering medical care, and sharing  
the eternal hope of Jesus Christ. But we  
cannot do it without your help. Please give  
to provide equipment and materials to help  
combat devastating diseases—to pay salaries  
of staff at the ELWA Hospital, to continue 
educating the population regarding deadly 
illnesses, and to purchase hospital supplies  
for ongoing needs and future emergencies.

We need your help to equip believers in  
Malawi, Peru, and beyond to reach their own  
people with the hope and truth of God’s Word.  
Your gifts make the difference. Please help us 
provide materials and resources to:

•  Share the gospel

•  Train local pastors and missionaries

•  Share God’s Word with unreached  
people, and more

With your support, we can follow God’s  
call to equip the Church!

»  Please GO 
If you are skilled in education, SIM needs 
committed teaching professionals to build and 
equip the Church in places like Peru, Malawi, and 
beyond. Check out the opportunities you have to 
make an eternal impact: Visit SIMUSA.org/go.

If you are a nurse, physician, or healthcare worker, 
you can help care for and save the lives of people 
in Liberia and throughout West Africa. To find out 
more: Visit SIMUSA.org/go.

YOUR TURN

 THE CALLA N SW E R I N G
YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

Transforming the world . . . one life at a time

God has called SIM to respond to need, proclaim 
the gospel, and equip the Church around the world. 
Where do we begin? One life. One person.

Your prayers and gifts make a difference for 
individual men, women, and children by supporting 
efforts like Bible distribution, lifesaving healthcare, 
church leader training, Bible storytelling, youth 
sports camps, and much more.

Please use the enclosed response card and return 
envelope to give today so God can continue using 
SIM outreaches and programs to touch lives and 
transform entire communities. Thank you for helping 
SIM speak hope to the world . . . one life at a time!

PO Box 7900, Charlotte, NC 28241-7900    1-800-521-6449   SIMUSA.org SIM0321NL1


