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As a dear friend and partner, I know you 
share our commitment to proclaim the 
gospel through our words, our actions, 
and our lives. As people respond to the 
Good News, we are called to disciple and 
equip them so they can reach family, 
friends, even whole communities for the 
sake of Jesus Christ!

Every day, God leads us into difficult 
places as we faithfully follow His call. 
He has given us opportunities to 

confront leprosy in Niger and South 
Sudan, hardship in South Asia, and 
water-borne illness in Bolivia. With your 
partnership, we will continue to follow 
His leading as we always have.

That is the spirit of SIM. Through 
your generous gifts and prayers, God is 
opening the doors to accomplish every 
part of our calling: Responding to need. 
Proclaiming the gospel. Equipping the 
Church.

For example, as I reflect on SIM’s 
first Global Assembly held this spring 
in Chiang Mai, Thailand, I see one 
consistent theme—God is working 
through believers all over the earth! 
You’ll see what I mean when you read 
the article “Global Assembly: Highlights.”

I wish you could have been with us to 
meet and talk with the gifted ministry 
leaders and partners who came together 
from over 40 nationalities in harmony 
to further accomplish SIM’s programs 
in some of the world’s most difficult and 
needy regions. Inspired by the gospel, we 
follow the Spirit’s lead together!

So please, take some time to read 
and then pray with us over the vividly 
illustrated reports in this summer issue 
of SIM Global, and see God’s movement 
in so many lives. In these articles you will 
recognize follow-up reports on ministries 
I’ve previously shared with you, from 
Africa (pg. 6) to South Asia (pg. 3-4) to 
South America (pg. 7).

As you join me to praise God for these 
many successes, I encourage you to 
prayerfully consider how God leads you 
to include SIM in your gifts and prayers 
so that, together, we can continue to 
proclaim the Good News for many 
years to come (page 8). God hears, 
He answers, and He “rewards those who 
earnestly seek him” Hebrews 11:6 NIV.

Finally, know that I write this letter with  
a full heart of gratitude. I rejoice because 
I know God is pleased to see His children 
work side by side in harmony with and 
for His kingdom. On behalf of everyone 
involved with SIM around the globe, 
thank YOU for your faithfulness.

Your partner in mission,

» EQUIPPING . . .
. . . youth in Kenya for leadership

SIM’s OneLife Africa Youth Ministries—partnering with
local churches, schools, and youth organizations—is 
engaging, equipping, and encouraging young people 
from disadvantaged backgrounds to become effective
leaders and committed disciples of Jesus Christ. 

OneLife is currently providing scholarships to 130 high 
school students. And this year, the ministry is kicking
off an intensive residential discipleship program for 
high school graduates, mentoring and equipping
them to do cross-cultural mission work among
unreached people groups in Kenya. OneLife students 
come from Mathare, other Nairobi slums, and poor
rural communities. With God’s blessing, their impact 
will resonate throughout the country!

» RESPONDING . . . 
to medical needs in Langano, Ethiopia
Dr. Matt and Kristi Florek, who work in a healthcare
ministry in Ethiopia, give God the glory for saving 
many lives like Chaltu, a baby who suffered from 
hydrocephaly. The fluid around her brain couldn’t 
drain, causing high pressure and continuous expansion 
of the skull, high fever, and seizures.

Antibiotic treatment and outside medical consultations
weren’t helping little Chaltu. Kristi reports, “We
humbly cried out to God for help, in a position of total 
helplessness. The next morning, Chaltu’s fever was 
gone and her seizures decreased. We stood in awe
of God’s power. As Chaltu went home that day, we all
were reminded that God is the one who heals.”

» PROCLAIMING . . . 
. . . the Word of God in Guinea, West Africa 

Mark and Rae Wilson, and their SIM team in 
Guinea, share God’s Word and equip His Church by 
producing audio recordings of books of the Bible
and stories like the Jesus Film and God’s Story.
These resources are commonly stored on SD cards
for the Maninka people to use with their mobile
phones. The recordings have also been distributed 
to local radio stations. Please pray that more stations 
will air them to help reach the more than two million
Maninka people throughout the country of Guinea.

Mark sees this as a testament to our ministry of
“sowing the seed,” so the harvest can grow and be 
fruitful as the Word continues to reach and teach 
more and more people. Praise God!

SIM AT WORK

AROUND THE WORLD
THE CALL

BRUCE JOHNSON 
President SIM USA

SNAPSHOTS

CARAVAN FOR SOUTH SUDAN

“ Through healing and tragedy, our 
friendships have gone deep, and we've 
had the opportunity to share Truth.” 
—Kristi Florek 

Pray for young 
believers in 
Kenya as they 
proclaim God’s 
Word and 
disciple His 
people! 

Biblical 
teaching, 
learning, 
and growing 
in the Word 
empowers 
the Church!

REFLECTING ON GOD’S WORK

“ Our focus is to proclaim the gospel through our lives, and as people 
respond, disciple and equip the Church to continue doing the same.”

Prayers for God’s blessing as the Caravan 
leaves for service in Africa.

Dr. Rick Sacra 
at work in the 
maternity  
ward at ELWA 
Hospital in 
Monrovia, Liberia

Praise God that He provided for 
the purchase of a Cessna Caravan 
aircraft to give SIM South Sudan 
and its partners greater assurance 
of ongoing air support in the years 
ahead. Without access to such aircraft, 
our ministry to South Sudan would 
be impossible. Air support enables us 
to meet the challenging logistical and 
transportation needs of active ministry 
in this difficult place.

SIM’S DR. SACRA NAMED 
DOCTOR OF THE YEAR
The Massachusetts Academy of Family 
Physicians (MassAFP) announced that 
SIM missionary Dr. Rick Sacra received 

the 2015 Family Physician of the Year 
award for his “exemplary service and 
his engagement in the well-being of his 
patients and community.”

Sacra was the acting medical director 
at SIM’s ELWA Hospital in Monrovia, 
Liberia, August 2008-2010. Dr. Sacra 
was infected by the Ebola virus while 
serving at ELWA in August 2014, but 
he recovered and continues to practice 
medicine in Liberia and the United 
States. The Academy notes, “The 
nomination is not about a physician 
who contracted a deadly disease, but it 
honors a career dedicated to providing 
superb care.”
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SIM’S South Asia Morningstar Children’s Center was started at Christmastime four years ago as a safe 
haven for the devastatingly poor, disadvantaged children from a neighboring slum community. Jan, its 
founder, says she began the ministry only “after months of getting to know the roadside community 
during my morning walks around our neighborhood.”

Today, Morningstar provides essential primary schooling, nutrition, and opportunities for emotional 
and spiritual growth for the boys and girls it welcomes. At the same time, Morningstar works actively 
with the children’s families/guardians to achieve a deep and lasting impact.

GOD’S LOVE AT WORK IN SOUTH ASIA 

Recently, SIM shared with partners in mission like  
you the story of Pakhi, a young girl who experienced 
tremendous trauma, but now finds security at our 
Morningstar Children’s Center.

You’ll be glad to know she continues to come out  
of her shell and is talking more. A teacher reports, 
“Brightness has come to her face!” Pakhi shows more 
confidence and joins the other children in classroom 
activities. She is a conscientious student and never  
misses class, which seems to be the highlight of her day.

Yet her family, like so many others in her city, suffers 
anguishing poverty. Please pray for them in their hardship,  
and that God uses Pakhi’s newfound opportunities to His glory.

SPECIAL UPDATE: PAKHI 
“Brightness has come to her face!”

pChildren      South AsiaDi

Working with children from the slums of South Asia is 
a grim reminder of how many still suffer in desperate 
poverty—particularly women and young children. 
“Boys and girls are born in poor, rural villages, and 
their families move into the city to look for work,” says 
Jan, founder of Morningstar and SIM missionary who 
works daily among these poorest of the poor.

“They can’t afford housing, so end up in makeshift 
dwellings erected alongside the road or railroad 
tracks.” And many families end up scavenging 
through garbage for a living. “This is where these 
children are born, and it’s all they’ve ever known,”  
Jan says.

“But since we’ve started Morningstar, many have 
changed their attitude and send their children to 
school. If the girls do well at school, there is a  
better chance the family will let them continue [their 

education], rather than marry them off early, which 
is common. Girls who stay in school are empowered 
also to speak up about what they feel is right,” which 
points the way toward a happier, healthier future.

Sharing the gospel is also crucial to our work in the 
community and across largely Muslim South Asia. 
“We read the stories of Jesus’ birth and death,” says 
Jan. “We showed the Jesus Film right before Christmas 
and constantly tell them of God’s love. They even 
memorize parts of Scripture together!”

55555555555555Morninh  GlorieR

Your gifts and prayers help respond to needs  
and proclaim the gospel through programs like  
the Morningstar Children's Center and so many  
others to extend God’s compassion and message of 
redemption to those who have not heard. Thank you!

“Jesus said, ‘Let the little 
children come to me, and 
do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs 
to such as these.’” 
 —matthew 19:14 niv
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Your support of SIM makes a tangible and eternal 
impact on the people of Niger, which is consistently 
ranked by the United Nations as one of the poorest 
nations in the world. It also has the third highest 
population growth rate, the highest fertility rate, 
and the second highest infant mortality rate in  
the world.

SIM leaders founded the Danja Center in the 
1950s to meet a leprosy outbreak in Niger. More 
recently, the Danja Center for Health, Leprosy, and 

Fistula expanded to provide maternal and child 
care services, and is changing the lives of hundreds 
of women and girls who suffer from the surge 
in fistula, caused by prolonged labor and lack of 
medical care during pregnancy and delivery. 

Danja reaches more than 45,000 patients annually, 
but perhaps the greatest significance of leprosy 
ministries like Danja is the wide open door we have 
to share the gospel with patients, their families and 
friends, who are all impacted by the disease. 

One leprosy patient, Samira, successfully 
completed her year-long treatment, but she still 
faces permanent damage to her hands and eyes.  
Yet she is rejoicing, not only that the disease’s 
progress has been stopped, but also because she 
came to believe in Jesus during the process. Even 
greater, Samira’s faith in the face of her disease is 
now reaching beyond her to the next generation!

Please pray that God continues to be glorified 
through the compassion and healing experienced 
at Danja. Pray for ongoing spiritual impact as 
workers meet physical and spiritual needs, showing 
God’s love in action. In Niger and all the locations 
SIM serves, this is our most effective witness!

an Opportunity to Share the Gospel! You begin with a single believer
As in much of the developing world, lack of safe water 
is one of the most serious barriers to overcoming 
disease and achieving economic and social stability for 
local families.

In Bolivia, where SIM’s Safe Water Supplies for 
Impoverished Communities project is hard at work in 
rural areas across the country, clean water is by far the 
most essential commodity needed to reduce childhood 
deaths from infectious disease. Nearly thirty percent of 
rural Bolivians lack access to a safe water source, and 
the country has the lowest rate of access to safe water 
in South America.

The Safe Water initiative has a simple but radical 
objective: to stop unnecessary infant and childhood 
deaths by helping communities secure safe water 
sources and sanitation facilities. And our success 
depends on God’s grace moving hearts like Feliciano’s, 
a farmer who is also the pastor of a growing church.

Over the past four years, Feliciano became a tireless 
advocate of Safe Water, helping convince poor villages 
that God has not forgotten them, but that they have 
a wonderful future and a hope (Jeremiah 29:11)! 
Through his boundless enthusiasm and love for Jesus, 
Feliciano makes an enormous impact on the health 
of people living in the surrounding communities. He 
has successfully brought dignity to his church and his 

poor community, which previously had been scorned 
by other groups.

Please join SIM in prayer for Safe Water—that God 
would raise up more faithful people like Feliciano to 
help respond to the needs of rural Bolivians, share the 
Good News of Jesus, and equip the growing Church!

SAFE WATER AND SALVATIONCRITICAL MEDICAL TREATMENT:

»  Feliciano’s heart for his community and strong belief 
that the Lord will bless and provide for it have helped
ensure the success of our Safe Water project in the 
region!

REPORT FROM BOLIVIAMISSIONS ON THE MOVE—NIGER, WEST AFRICA

Life is a challenge for those who battle leprosy. They often 
face not only a degenerative disease, but also rejection 
from their communities, homelessness, prejudice, and 
marginalization. At the Danja Center, those suffering from 
leprosy receive treatment, food, care, the opportunity for 
long term rehabilitation—and the opportunity to learn of 
Jesus’ love for them.

»  Leprosy’s 6- to 12-month treatment period allows SIM missionaries 
extended time to proclaim the gospel and share the love of God!

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION TREATMENT 
RECOMMENDATIONS

TYPE OF 
LEPROSY

RECOMMENDED 
TREATMENT TIME

Pauci-bacillary: 
1-5 skin lesions

Regimen of 2 drugs: 
Rifampin + dapsone

6 
months

Multi-bacillary: 
> 5 lesions

Regimen of 3 drugs: 
Rifampin, clofazimine 
+ dapsone

12 
months

Worshipping Christ in Heart, Word, and Deed
At SIM’s recent Global Assembly in Chiang Mai, Thailand, leaders from around 
the world reflected on direction and strategy for the future. More than 150 
attendees gathered for the multi-voiced, multicultural, multinational event.

Highlights of the summit included a broad and ongoing discussion 
of trends impacting the future of intercultural missions:

GLOBAL ASSEMBLY: HIGHLIGHTS

n Globalization of missions as old 
paradigms and divisions fall away

n Growth of new joint initiatives—both 
loose associations and formal ties

n Development of new support systems
and sending models by missionaries

n Increasing numbers of global leaders 
from countries outside of the West

n Innovative sharing of the gospel by
new generations of missionaries 

From attendees of the Global
Assembly—

“ May God be honored in all

we have done and said . . . 

and may He increase our 

borders as a mission so that 

those who would otherwise

live and die without Christ may

instead become His disciples.”

SIMUSA.org’s exciting 
new mobile APP for Apple 
and Android can help you 
experience God’s blessings 
firsthand and keep you 
informed of up-to-the-minute 
prayer requests as you follow
SIM from wherever you are!

Go to simusa.org/mobileapp 
to download the free app today.

Inspiring Mobile App 
Available Now!Z

HAVE SIM WITH YOU 
WHEREVER YOU GO!

+

THE LEPROSY TREATMENT CYCLE
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leprosy receive treatment, food, care, the opportunity for 
long term rehabilitation—and the opportunity to learn of 
Jesus’ love for them.

»  Leprosy’s 6- to 12-month treatment period allows SIM missionaries 
extended time to proclaim the gospel and share the love of God!

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION TREATMENT 
RECOMMENDATIONS

TYPE OF 
LEPROSY

RECOMMENDED
TREATMENT TIME

Pauci-bacillary: 
1-5 skin lesions

Regimen of 2 drugs: 
Rifampin + dapsone

6 
months

Multi-bacillary: 
> 5 lesions

Regimen of 3 drugs: 
Rifampin, clofazimine 
+ dapsone

12 
months

Worshipping Christ in Heart, Word, and Deed
At SIM’s recent Global Assembly in Chiang Mai, Thailand, leaders from around 
the world reflected on direction and strategy for the future. More than 150 
attendees gathered for the multi-voiced, multicultural, multinational event.

Highlights of the summit included a broad and ongoing discussion 
of trends impacting the future of intercultural missions:

GLOBAL ASSEMBLY: HIGHLIGHTS

n Globalization of missions as old 
paradigms and divisions fall away

n Growth of new joint initiatives—both 
loose associations and formal ties

n Development of new support systems 
and sending models by missionaries

n Increasing numbers of global leaders 
from countries outside of the West

n Innovative sharing of the gospel by 
new generations of missionaries 

From attendees of the Global  
Assembly—

“ May God be honored in all 

we have done and said . . .  

and may He increase our  

borders as a mission so that  

those who would otherwise  

live and die without Christ may 

instead become His disciples.”

SIMUSA.org’s exciting 
new mobile APP for Apple 
and Android can help you 
experience God’s blessings 
firsthand and keep you 
informed of up-to-the-minute 
prayer requests as you follow 
SIM from wherever you are!

Go to simusa.org/mobileapp  
to download the free app today.

Inspiring Mobile App 
Available Now!Z

HAVE SIM WITH YOU  
WHEREVER YOU GO!

+

THE LEPROSY TREATMENT CYCLE
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»  Please PRAY
God is faithful! Your passionate prayers are heard “to seek 
and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). Please stand 
with SIM in praying that:

•  God blesses our trauma healing efforts in Africa as
mission teams from South Sudan, Kenya, Nigeria, and
Niger work with those affected by war and violence.
With persecution of the Church and violent outbreaks
in many locales, many men, women, and children are
displaced and left to suffer.

•  Through our Disaster Relief efforts, God protects and
restores those devastated by floods in Mozambique and
Malawi.

•  God guides SIM missionaries as we help equip pastors,
missionaries, and church planters around the globe.

•  Those who still wait to know God would hear the
gospel, and the Church would be equipped to reach
them with His Word.

•  God comforts, heals, and protects those still suffering
the effects of the Ebola virus, and gives strength and
skill to the teams of doctors, nurses, and other medical
personnel at facilities like SIM’s ELWA Hospital in
Liberia.

» Please GIVE 
Support the projects you’ve read about in this issue  
of SIM Global by using the reply form included for you, 
by giving online at SIMUSA.org/give, or by calling  
1-800-521-6449.

Please also consider supporting SIM through your 
will or estate plan. For more information, see the  
article below, How Have You Planned to Give?, and  
contact Mike Dey, SIM USA Stewardship Director,  
at 704-587-1473 or mike.dey@sim.org.

»  Please GO 
If you have an interest in serving as a teaching missionary 
physician in Liberia, West Africa, prayerfully consider the 
opportunities you may have to make an eternal impact at 
SIMUSA.org/go.

Family physicians are needed to teach local primary
care doctors in family medicine, as well as to treat  
patients at SIM's ELWA Hospital. Additionally, SIM is 
looking for healthcare workers of all types and areas 
of specialization needed to serve worldwide! Visit us at 
SIMUSA.org/go.

YOUR TURN

 THE CALLA N SW E R I N G
YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

PO Box 7900, Charlotte, NC 28241-7900    1-800-521-6449   SIMUSA.org SIM0323NL1

SIM serves in Jesus’ name because faithful partners like 
you offer hope for a suffering world through your financial 
support. Your gifts and prayers make it possible for this 
ministry to reach countless lives each year with the gospel—
but what about the future?

With a deferred or planned gift you can magnify your 
gifts in perpetuity―in ways that allow you to improve your 
financial situation today and secure the future ministry of 
SIM for tomorrow―and generations to come.

If you have already made or plan to make provisions in 
your will for SIM, or if you have an interest in establishing 
another planned giving instrument, please let us know  
by contacting SIM USA Stewardship Director Mike Dey  
at 704-587-1473 or mike.dey@sim.org.

“One generation commends your works to another; they tell of 
your mighty acts.”—psalm 145:4 niv

How Have You Planned to Give?
Giving is part of your life. Is it part of your legacy?

You Have the Opportunity to . . . 
Respond to need. Proclaim the gospel. 
Equip the Church.
SIM is your partner in ministry worldwide, 
and we continue to follow God’s calling to 
serve in His name wherever we are led.

We humbly share everything 
that is accomplished with 
faithful friends like you 
who give and pray to ensure 
we continue making a 
difference for all the people 
eager to know God’s love.

They wait—each man, 
each woman, each precious 
child. How can we not 
reach out to them with 
direct evangelism, Bible 
distribution, lifesaving 
healthcare, church and 
youth leader training,  

Bible teaching and 
storytelling, and so 
much more?

Please prayerfully seek 
God’s leading as to how 
you can respond to Him, 
then include your special 
gift with the enclosed 
reply slip and send them 
in the envelope provided. 
Thank you for caring. 
And may God bless our 
embrace of a hurting, 
spiritually hungry world!
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