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In the past year we’ve witnessed two 
major crises that God graciously saw 
us through—the Ebola virus in West 
Africa and the earthquakes in Nepal. In 
responding to those tragedies, I heard 
from many people wanting to help. I’d 
like to tell you about two in particular.

After the earthquake in Nepal, I received 
a handwritten note from a 10-year-old 
boy. He had seen the letter we sent his 
parents. He had seen pictures of the 
devastation and of the people affected 
by the earthquakes. “I want to help,” he 
wrote. And he enclosed eight dollars.

At the height of the Ebola crisis, I heard 
from a longtime supporter of SIM’s 

ongoing work around the world, a woman 
in her nineties. In her letter, she expressed 
a burden to do more to help those 
affected by Ebola in Liberia. She enclosed 
a check for several thousand dollars.

What struck me was, here are two 
individuals—at opposite ends of the  
age spectrum and at opposite ends of  
the financial spectrum—both with 
sacrificial hearts, sacrificial generosity, 
moved by compassion to help others 
in need any way they could. It reminds 
me of the sacrificial giving of the 
Macedonian churches commended  
by the apostle Paul:

“For I testify that they gave as much as  
they were able, and even beyond their ability. 
Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded 
with us for the privilege of sharing in  
this service to the Lord’s people”  
(2 Corinthians 8:3-4 NIV).

Upon reading through the stories in this 
edition of SIM Global, I want to say thank 
you! These stories reveal your heart to 
see a difference made in people’s lives 
by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ 
and by meeting needs. These stories 
are unfolding around the world today 
because of your sacrificial giving.

In Botswana, Uruguay, and Peru, you’re 
helping to reach the unreached, as well 
as those who are skeptical of Christianity 
(pg. 3). In Nigeria, abandoned and 
vulnerable children are being rescued 
from the streets, becoming King’s Kids 
(pg. 4-5), while in South Sudan, trauma 
victims are being encouraged to “bring 
their pain to the cross” (pg. 7). Your 
sacrifice is making an eternal difference 
in many lives.

As you join me in praising God for these 
reports, please also thank the Lord 
for providing you and other friends of 
SIM with the financial means to help—
no matter how large or small. Then 
prayerfully consider how God is leading 
you to include SIM in your gifts and 
prayers so that together we continue to 
respond to need, proclaim the gospel, 
and equip the Church (pg. 8).

On behalf of everyone involved with SIM 
around the globe, THANK YOU for your 
sacrificial generosity.

Your partner in mission,

THE CALL

BRUCE JOHNSON 
President SIM USA

SNAPSHOTS

SACRIFICIAL HEARTS

EBOLA SURVIVORS 
SIM missionaries are continuing their 
involvement in helping Ebola survivors, 
many of whom are experiencing  
complications with nerve damage and 
vision problems, and all of whom are 
dealing with the trauma and stigma of 
having survived the disease.

Today, Ebola survivors gather for  
medical, emotional, and psychological 

help at the ELWA Hospital—the very 
place where, over a year ago, Liberia's 
first Ebola treatment unit began to treat 
the sick affected by this tragedy.

“These people had gotten through 
Ebola just like I had,” SIM missionary 
and Ebola survivor Dr. Rick Sacra said. 
“But here in Liberia, where the resources, 
staff, and treatment available were so 
much more limited.”

Your continued support is making a  
life-changing difference.

AN UPDATE FROM LIBERIA 
“We have the opportunity to share 
Christ in ways we hadn’t imagined  
before,” says SIM Liberia Director  
David Writebol. “We’re excited about 
the start of an Ebola survivors’ clinic, 
which enables us to minister to a whole 
new group of people that came as a 
result of the Ebola crisis. These people 
have special medical, emotional, and 

psychological needs which we’re able to 
serve. We’re grateful God has opened 
this door for us to share the gospel.”

Continuing support for the Ebola  
response will also mean restarting  
ministries that were put on hold during 
the crisis. The Pastors’ Bible Training 
College and plans for a graduate school of 
theology are two great examples, helping 

to equip pastors and church leaders to 
better serve their congregations.

A long and challenging road . . .

David Writebol serves as SIM’s  
Liberia Director 
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»  Preparing the next generation  
of believers in Uruguay

Uruguay is the most secular, least evangelized 
nation in Latin America. SIM has been at work there, 
communicating the gospel and training up a new 
generation of Christian young people.

Josh and Rosy Peterson work in Uruguay’s capital 
city, Montevideo. “We serve children and youth in 
a poor neighborhood, sharing Bible stories and fun 
activities with them,” Josh says. “Once a month, we 
do a children’s outreach activity with a local church.” 
The Petersons also reach out to university students, 
developing relationships and having Bible studies. 
Young Uruguayans are growing in their relationships 
with God.

»  Opening doors through sports in Peru
Lindsay Geverink, along with her coworker Paris, a 
Peruvian, works with the Sports Friends ministry in Lima, 
Peru. They teach coaches to share the gospel while they 
build relationships in the community through sports. The 
Sports Friends ministry opens doors in Peru, as indigenous 
people groups that would not normally let strangers in 
become very receptive.

For Sports Friends, it’s a tremendous joy when kids 
reached with the love of Jesus come to the church to seek 
guidance and comfort. One 8-year-old boy, Tommy, waits 
every day, Bible in hand, for Paris to come home so he 
can read to him. In the last year alone, Lindsay reports 65 
children accepted Jesus Christ!

»  Shining the light of the gospel in Botswana 
Dave and Ginny Long work in a Kalahari desert settlement, 
sharing the gospel with the !Xoon people in Botswana. Among 
the !Xoon, there is great fear of witchcraft. Witch doctors are 
prevalent and intimidating.

But the Longs tell of God’s power in that setting. A !Xoon 
woman named Maakae became weak and unable to walk. “She 
has been cursed,” her relatives said. “We need you to transport 
her to a witch doctor.” Ginny and Dave begged them not to 
become involved in witchcraft and asked if Maakae and her 
relatives would consider praying with them, looking only to God 
for help. They agreed, and Dave prayed for Maakae, held out his 
hand to help, and she rose and walked. Maakae and her family 
encountered God that day, and she hasn’t stopped walking.

SIM AT WORK

AROUND THE WORLD

A prayer request from the Petersons: Pray for 
the children we work with to connect with God’s 
people and grow in their relationships with God.

“Building trust is really hard,” says Lindsay Geverink. 
“But when you couple it with sports and having fun, 
doors open.”

Together we’re reaching the least reached, as well as those who are skeptical of 
Christianity . . . proclaiming the gospel to those who have not heard.

The !Xoon 
people are 
among the 
most  
marginalized 
in Botswana.
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“Taking the child in his arms, he said to them, ‘Whoever welcomes  
one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever  

welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.’”
—Mark 9:36-37 niv

Peace: One of 
King’s Kids

TO KING’S KIDS!

Peace’s parents divorced when she was 10. Her mother 
abandoned her. Soon after, her father—a local witch doctor—
died. Peace bounced between relatives and friends. There was 
no one to care for her. No one to love her.

At twelve, Peace wound up on the streets of Jos, a city of nearly 
one million people where she knew no one. By the grace of 
God, she met a compassionate woman who gave her  
food and clothes, and introduced her to King’s Kids.

The love of God rescued Peace. “I am now a  
Christian and a changed person,” she says.  
Peace now has hope for the future. 

King’s Kids cares for orphaned, abandoned, and 
neglected children in Nigeria. Many of these 
children come from the streets, fighting for food, 
eating out of the garbage, sleeping under bridges or 
cars. Many have been abused. The ministry serves 
the spiritual, physical, and emotional needs of 
children in its care. The children live in small family 
groups under the direction of a Nigerian family, or 
in some cases a single, adult caregiver.

King’s Kids currently cares for 280 children.

These children receive wonderful, loving care—and 
find health, hope, and healing—thanks to your 
generous support. 

ORPHANEDorABANDONED . . .  

Peace: One of 
King’s Kids
“I love the people here, and they love me, too!”



Your gifts and prayers help respond to 
needs and proclaim the gospel through 
programs like King’s Kids in Nigeria, 
and so many others, extending God’s 
compassion and message of redemption 
to those who have not heard. 
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GIRLS' TRANSITION HOUSE
Rescuing Nigeria’s most needy and vulnerable 
children off the streets is only the beginning of King’s 
Kids’ ministry. What about those children who grow 
up through the ministry? How will they be prepared 
to meet life’s challenges as young adults? How will 
they move forward as ambassadors for the gospel 
wherever life finds them?

To see these children through as they grow, King’s 
Kids operates two transition houses, one for boys and 
one for girls.

Through the girls’ transition house, the oldest King’s 
Kids girls are learning life skills they will need for the 
future—to live on their own and support themselves 
one day. Training can include schooling and 
vocational education, all while the girls live together, 
experiencing what it takes to run a household.

Two girls, Ruth and Faith, are learning how to run 
their own businesses. Both came to King’s Kids 
having been abandoned by their families, and neither 
had access to education in their younger years. 

Ruth runs a small hair and nail salon. Faith makes 
and sells fish rolls in local schools. Both are learning 
bookkeeping, customer relations, and other business 
skills. Because of your generous care and support, 
they’re learning about hard work and what it takes 
to survive, all while having the transition house as a 
safety net.

It is a tremendous blessing to see these young ladies, 
and others like them, maturing and gaining confidence 
through opportunities they have as King’s Kids.

ABANDONED . . .  

Thank you!

GIRLS' TRANSITION HOUSE
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Thanks to your tremendous response to the needs 
in Nepal, and the tireless work of our partners 
on the ground, SIM has been able to help many 
of those badly affected by April’s devastating 
earthquakes.

More than 10,000 Nepalese families have received 
relief goods provided by SIM and our partners 
through United Mission to Nepal (UMN). Goods 
have included 50-kilogram bags of rice, salt, spices, 
dal beans, oil, sugar, tea, tarps, blankets, and 
hygiene kits.

This relief came at a critical moment, as most 
households had lost their food supply and local 
markets had closed. A report by the Nepal Food 
Security Cluster says food relief “has played a 
critical role in ensuring food insecurity does 
not escalate further.” Together, we’ve made a 
difference.

In phase two of the relief project, your gifts will 
assist many of those same families in rebuilding 
their lives and livelihoods with construction tools, 
vegetable seeds, and farming equipment. Besides 

the $100,000 SIM is contributing to the immediate 
relief phase, an additional $50,000 will go toward 
the rebuilding phase.

SIM will also assist in the rebuilding of Okhaldunga 
Community Hospital and the United Mission 
Hospital in Tansen. Both facilities have a long 
history of caring for Nepal’s poorest, providing 
affordable or free medical services. These two 
hospitals together care for close to 130,000 people 
a year.

With almost 9,000 people killed, and more than 
23,000 seriously injured, trauma healing is a 
mission field of its own. SIM has begun to offer 
the highly successful trauma healing workshops in 
Nepal (you can read more about it in the Trauma 
Healing article on page 7).

“Thanks to the generosity of individuals and 
organizations from around the world,” SIM Nepal 
Director Gabriel Jens said, “we are helping rebuild 
people’s lives. It is a privilege to be part of that 
good work.”

YOUR COMPASSION AT WORK: AN UPDATE FROM NEPAL

RESPONDING TO NEED—NEPAL
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HEALING AT THE FOOT  
OF THE CROSS 
SIM has taken an intentional role in supporting  
and building a ministry of trauma healing.

The value of the trauma healing workshops was 
discovered when our missionaries in South Sudan 
reached out to the thousands of refugees affected and 
misplaced by the fighting in Sudan. They had nowhere 
to turn and no hope for the future because their 
emotional and psychological wounds were so deep and 
traumatic. In the world today—in South Sudan and 
around the globe—trauma is a mission field.

SIM missionary Stacey Conard is responsible for 
organizing, training, and equipping a trauma team 
to conduct healing workshops. “In 1 Corinthians, 
Paul points out that there should be no division of 
compassion and concern in the body of Christ,” says 
Stacey. “If one part suffers, every part suffers with it. 
We are challenged with this truth daily as we minister 
to hurting people.”

The training sessions extend over five days:

n  The first few days are spent training and 
equipping leaders to facilitate.

n  On Day 4, trainees “take their pain to the 
cross.” This ceremony is very emotional, as 
participants write down their pain on a slip 
of paper and bring it forward, leaving their 
burden at the foot of the cross.

n  The training concludes with certification—
certified trainers can earn a Caregiver 
Certificate, a Facilitator Certificate, or a 
Master Facilitator Certificate.

SIM is now actively extending this ministry to Liberia, 
Nepal, Nigeria, Kenya, Niger, and Sri Lanka, sending 
teams to these trauma-stricken areas. Please join 
SIM in prayer for this ministry—that those who have 
experienced deep emotional and psychological 
wounds would experience healing in bringing their 
pain to the cross of Jesus Christ!

REPORT FROM SOUTH SUDAN

“May God be honored in all we have done  
and said . . . and may He increase our  

borders as a mission so those who would 
otherwise live and die without Christ  
may instead become His disciples.” 

—SIM Global Assembly attendees

TRAUMA 
Bringing their pain to the cross 

Simon, a Dinka man, fled his village when fighting 
broke out. He attended a Healing the Wounds of 
Trauma workshop offered by SIM. When he returned 
to his village he found it destroyed. Because of the 
teachings on forgiveness he received through the 
workshop, Simon was able to forgive those who had 
done this to his village.

Mary’s husband left after she became disabled. She walks 
with a crutch, a shame to her husband. She took her 
four children to a refugee camp on the Kenyan border 
for food and shelter. Unfortunately the conditions of the 
camp were poor and unsafe. She was raped in her tent 
and later diagnosed with HIV. She wrote these things 
with tears streaming down her face—bringing her pain 
to the cross for the first time at the Healing the Wounds 
of Trauma workshop.

»  In the world today—in South Sudan and around the  
globe—trauma is a mission field.

HAVE SIM  
WITH YOU  

WHEREVER  
YOU GO!

Z Inspiring  

Mobile App  

Available Now!
+
+

SIMUSA.org’s exciting new mobile APP for Apple and Android 
can help you experience God’s blessings firsthand and keep 
you informed of up-to-the-minute prayer requests as you 
follow SIM from wherever you are!

Go to simusa.org/mobileapp to download the free app today.
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»  Please PRAY
“This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all people  
to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy  
2:3-4 NIV). Please stand with SIM in praying:

n  For our trauma healing ministries in seven countries. 
Pray those who have experienced deep emotional 
and psychological wounds would bring their pain to 
the cross of Jesus.

n  That through our continuing relief efforts 
in Nepal—as we move into phase two—God 
would reveal Himself to those devastated by the 
earthquakes.

n   That God continues to lead SIM missionaries 
in Botswana, Uruguay, and Peru as they build 
relationships among the least reached in these 
countries.

n  That God opens doors into the lives of those who 
still wait to know Him; that they would hear the 
gospel, and the Church would be equipped to reach 
them with His Word.

n   That God would bless ministries like King’s Kids 
in Nigeria, extending His love, compassion and 
message of hope to those most marginalized and 
vulnerable.

» Please GIVE 
Rejoice with us that God is at work through SIM in South 
Sudan, Nepal, Liberia, Uruguay, and Nigeria! As you have 
read in this issue, lives are being changed for eternity. But 

our ability to continue to share the love and mercy of Jesus 
Christ in our world’s spiritually darkest places is dependent 
upon God’s provision through compassionate friends and 
supporters.

Please search your heart and pray about giving generously 
today. Through your sacrificial generosity, more abandoned 
and vulnerable children like Peace will be rescued and find 
love and hope in Jesus; more men like Simon and women like 
Mary can be encouraged to bring their pain to the cross; and 
more unreached people like the !Xoon will hear the gospel.

We are truly thankful for your partnership in advancing 
Christ’s kingdom while easing the suffering and despair of 
many of His beloved children.

Support the projects like those you’ve read about in this  
issue of SIM Global by using the reply form included for  
you, by giving online at SIMUSA.org/give, or by calling  
1-800-521-6449.

»  Please GO 
Does the potential to carve out a path, pioneer a trail, and 
impact the future for unreached people groups thrill you? 
SIM is looking for eligible applicants who are willing to 
carry the gospel to unreached areas of the globe. Is this 
you? Visit SIMUSA.org/go.

Use your administrative skills and training to make a 
kingdom impact as an SIM missionary. We have immediate 
need of qualified administrators and coordinators in every 
capacity who desire to use their training, skills, and strong 
faith in Jesus to help fulfill SIM’s mission to “respond, 
proclaim, and equip.” Visit us at SIMUSA.org/go.

YOUR TURN

 THE CALLA N SW E R I N G
YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

PO Box 7900, Charlotte, NC 28241-7900    1-800-521-6449   SIMUSA.org SIM0325NL1

Living sacrificially as we . . .  
Respond to need. Proclaim the gospel. Equip the Church.

At SIM, we are deeply committed to following God’s calling by 
partnering with you to serve in His name wherever we are led.

The stories you’ve read in this issue were only possible by God’s  
grace and through the sacrificial generosity of faithful friends  
like you. Each of these men, women, and children touched by  
the gospel is blessed by your continued financial support and  
consistent sacrifice.

Around the world, millions of people wake up each day longing  
for something to satisfy their spiritual hunger. SIM missionaries,  
who have sacrificially answered the call of God, pray for  

opportunities to show God’s love to these people 
daily. Through church ministries, discipleship, 
medicine, recreation, and Bible study, people are 
introduced to the One who can quench their spiritual 
hunger and deliver them from their darkness.  

Would you prayerfully consider how you can help respond  
to the many needs around the world? Please give as the  
Lord leads. Thank you for faithfully following God’s leading. 
We pray that God would bless you as you bless those who 
are hurting—in need of a Savior—around the world!




