
by God. 
2

 Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is 

rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do 

so will bring judgment on themselves. 
3

 For rulers hold no 

terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do 

you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then 

do what is right and he will commend you. 
4

 For he is God‟s 

servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he 

does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God‟s servant, an 

agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 

5

 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not 

only because of possible punishment but also because of 

conscience. 
6

 This is also why you pay taxes, for the 

authorities are God‟s servants, who give their full time to 

governing.         Romans 13:1–6 

 

13

 Submit yourselves for the Lord‟s sake to every authority 

instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme 

authority, 
14

 or to governors, who are sent by him to punish 

those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 

 
15

 For it is God‟s will that by doing good you should silence 

the ignorant talk of foolish men. 
16

 Live as free men, but do 

not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants 

of God. 
17

 Show proper respect to everyone: Love the 

brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king. 

  1 Peter 2:13–17 

To function as model citizens 

24

 “Show me a denarius. Whose portrait and inscription are on 

it?” 
25

 “Caesar‟s,” they replied. He said to them, “Then give to 

Caesar what is Caesar‟s, and to God what is God‟s.”  

   Luke 20:24–25 

 

To remember where their true citizenship lies 

But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a 

Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ.    Philippians 3:20 
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Scripture Prayer Guide 

Using the Word of God 

To Pray for Nations 
…Using the New International Version of the Bible… 

 

For Nations in General 

 

For nations to recognize God’s sovereignty and authority 

1 

Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain?
  

2

 The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers 

gather together against the LORD and against his Anointed 

One. 
3 

“Let us break their chains,” they say, “and throw off 

their fetters.” 
4

 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord 

scoffs at them. 
5 

Then he rebukes them in his anger and 

terrifies them in his wrath, saying, 
6

 “I have installed my King 

on Zion, my holy hill.” 
7

 I will proclaim the decree of the LORD: 

He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your 

Father. 
8

 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your 

inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession. 
9

 You will 

rule them with an iron scepter; you will dash them to pieces 

like pottery.”
 10

 Therefore, you kings, be wise; be warned, 

you rulers of the earth. 
11

 Serve the LORD with fear and 

rejoice with trembling.
 12

 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry and 

you be destroyed in your way, for his wrath can flare up in a 

moment. Blessed are all who take refuge in him.  

      Psalm 2:1–12 

 

Surely the nations are like a drop in a bucket; they are 

regarded as dust on the scales; he weighs the islands as 

though they were fine dust.            Isaiah 40:15 

 

For nations to put their hope in God 

12

 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people he 

chose for his inheritance. 
13

 From heaven the LORD looks 

down and sees all mankind; 
14

 from his dwelling place he 

watches all who live on earth — 
15

 he who forms the hearts of 

all, who considers everything they do. 
16

 No king is saved by 

the size of his army; no warrior escapes by his great 

strength. 
17

 A horse is a vain hope for deliverance; despite al 

l its great strength it cannot save. 
18

 But the eyes of 
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the LORD are on those who fear him, on those whose hope is 

in his unfailing love, 
19

 to deliver them from death and keep 

them alive in famine. 
20

 We wait in hope for the LORD; he is 

our help and our shield. 
21

 In him our hearts rejoice, for we 

trust in his holy name. 
22

 May your unfailing love rest upon 

us, O LORD, even as we put our hope in you   Psalm 33:12–22 

 

For the Holy Spirit to convict the people of the nation 

5

 “Now I am going to him who sent me, yet none of you asks 

me, „Where are you going?‟ 
6

 Because I have said these things, 

you are filled with grief. 
7

 But I tell you the truth: It is for your 

good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor 

will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 
8

 When 

he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin 

and righteousness and judgment: 
9

 in regard to sin, because 

men do not believe in me; 
10

 in regard to righteousness, 

because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no 

longer; 
11

 and in regard to judgment, because the prince of 

this world now stands condemned.”         John 16:5–11 

 

For People in Authority in the Nation 

 

To have their hearts directed by the Lord 

The king‟s heart is in the hand of the LORD; he directs it like 

a watercourse wherever he pleases.        Proverbs 21:1 

 

To recognize their authority as under God 

10

 “Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don‟t you 

realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?” 

11

 Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it 

were not given to you from above...”    John 19:10–11a 

 

To allow the Christians to live in peace 

1

 I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession 

and thanksgiving be made for everyone — 
2

 for kings and all 

those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives 

in all godliness and holiness. 
3

 This is good, and pleases God 

our Savior, 
4

 who wants all men to be saved and to come to a 

knowledge of the truth.     1 Timothy 2:1–4 

 

For Christians in the Nation 

 

To repent from sin and turn back to God 

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble 

themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their 

wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive 

their sin and will heal their land.             2 Chronicles 7:14 

To function as salt and light in their society 

13

 You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its 

saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good 

for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 

14

 You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be 

hidden. 
15

 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a 

bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 

everyone in the house. 
16

 In the same way, let your light shine 

before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise 

your Father in heaven.    Matthew 5:13–16 

 

To function as servants 

25

 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the 

rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high 

officials exercise authority over them. 
26

 Not so with you. 

Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be 

your servant, 
27

 and whoever wants to be first must be your 

slave — 
28

 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, 

but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  

         Matthew 20:25–28 

 

To love one another 

34

 A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have 

loved you, so you must love one another. 
35

 By this all men 

will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.  

    John 13:34–35 

 

To function as Christ’s ambassadors 

18

 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 

Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 
19

 that God 

was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting 

men‟s sins against them. And he has committed to us the 

message of reconciliation. 
20

 We are therefore Christ‟s 

ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal 

through us. We implore you on Christ‟s behalf: Be reconciled 

to God. 
21

 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so 

that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

    2 Corinthians 5:18–21 

 

To properly submit to the government 

1

 Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, 

for there is no authority except that which God has 

established. The authorities that exist have been established  


