
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 

in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 

 
18

 Therefore encourage each other with these words.  

           1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 

 

Due to Persecution 

 

For joy while being persecuted 

10

 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 

righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11

 Blessed 

are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say 

all kinds of evil against you because of me. 
12

 Rejoice and be 

glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same 

way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  

      Matthew 5:10–12 

 

To remember the promise of persecution 

Remember the words I spoke to you: “No servant is greater 

than his master.” If they persecuted me, they will persecute 

you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours 

also.                John 15:20 

 

In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus 

will be persecuted.        2 Timothy 3:12 

 

To respond properly to one’s persecutors 

43 

You have heard that it was said, “Love your neighbor and 

hate your enemy.” 
44 

But I tell you: Love your enemies and 

pray for those who persecute you, 
45 

that you may be sons of 

your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil 

and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the 

unrighteous. 
46 

If you love those who love you, what reward 

will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 
47 

And 

if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more 

than others? Do not even pagans do that? 
48

 Be perfect, 

therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

Matthew 5:43–48 

 

Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with 

blessing, because to this you were called so that you may 

inherit a blessing.               1 Peter 3:9 
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Due to Illness 

 

For healing 

13

 Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone 

happy? Let him sing songs of praise. 
14

 Is any one of you sick? 

He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and 

anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. 
15

 And the prayer 

offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will 

raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven.  

          James 5:13–15 

 

For grace 

7

 To keep me from becoming conceited because of these 

surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in 

my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 
8

 Three times 

I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 
9

 But he said 

to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 

perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more 

gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest 

on me. 
10

 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in 

weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in 

difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.   

    2 Corinthians 12:7–10 

 

For an eternal perspective 

16

 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are 

wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by 

day. 
17

 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving 

for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 
18

 So we 

fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For 

what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.  

    2 Corinthians 4:16–18 

 

35. 



Due to Unspecified Causes 

 

For rejoicing in a tested faith 

6

 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you 

may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 
7

 These 

have come so that your faith — of greater worth than gold, 

which perishes even though refined by fire — may be proved 

genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when 

Jesus Christ is revealed. 
8

 Though you have not seen him, you 

love him; and even though you do not see him now, you 

believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and 

glorious joy, 
9

 for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the 

salvation of your souls.          1 Peter 1:6–9 

 

2

 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials 

of many kinds, 
3

 because you know that the testing of your 

faith develops perseverance. 
4

 Perseverance must finish its 

work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 

anything.              James 1:2–4 

 

For rejoicing in their sufferings 

1

 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we 

have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
2

 through 

whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which 

we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 

3

 Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because 

we know that suffering produces perseverance; 

4

 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 
5

 And hope 

does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love 

into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.  

               Romans 5:1–5 

 

For a manifestation of Christ through the suffering 

7

 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this 

allsurpassing power is from God and not from us. 
8

 We are 

hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but 

not in despair; 
9

 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, 

but not destroyed. 
10

 We always carry around in our body the 

death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed 

in our body. 
11

 For we who are alive are always being given 

over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may be revealed 

in our mortal body.                2 Corinthians 4:7–11 

 

In preparation to comfort others in their trials 

3

 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the  

 

Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 
4

 who 

comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those 

in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received 

from God. 
5

 For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into 

our lives, so also through Christ our comfort overflows.  

        2 Corinthians 1:3–5 

 

For the Holy Spirit’s help in praying 

23

 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of 

the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption 

as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 
24

 For in this hope we 

were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes 

for what he already has? 
25

 But if we hope for what we do not 

yet have, we wait for it patiently. 
26

 In the same way, the 

Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we 

ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with 

groans that words cannot express.    Romans 8:23–26 

 

For contentment in all circumstances 

12

 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have 

plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and 

every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in 

plenty or in want. 
13

 I can do everything through him who 

gives me strength.                      Philippians 4:12–13 

 

For God’s will to be done 

He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is 

not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, 

may your will be done.”        Matthew 26:42 

 

Due to the Death of a Loved One 

 

For hope and encouragement 

13

 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those 

who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no 

hope. 
14

 We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we 

believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen 

asleep in him. 
15

 According to the Lord’s own word, we tell 

you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of 

the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen 

asleep. 
16

 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, 

with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and 

with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise 

first. 
17

 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be  


