Old Testament
Timeline

How can we know we can really trust
God? One way is to consider how He has
demonstrated His faithfulness down

through the ages. The Ol d Test ament

T i me ibaivisudization of the
faithfulness of God. His Word clearly
proclaims that He is the God who makes
and keeps His promises — promises for
blessing or for judgment/discipline. What
He promises ...He delivers!

TheOl e st ame n tisafeachimg | i n e
aid that will enable the user to see a

panorama of history with God in the

center. He is always on time, thoroughly

consistent and changeless in His

character.

Ideas for Use
Tracing various themes and topics
through the Old Testament allows the
OTT to accentuate the faithfulness of
God across time.

9 Present a panorama of God’s plan
from Genesis to Revelation in one
message or lesson and then do a series
to give more details on selected topics or
periods of Bible history.

9§ Simplify an Old Testament survey
using the timeline.

9 Place one Bible story in the bigger
picture of its historical context.

91 Starting in the Gospels, pinpoint
prophecies concerning the coming of the
Messiah.

9 Explore Jesus’ view of Himself as the
promised Messiah.

I Trace the theme of God’s promise of
the land to Abraham and his descendants
observing how this was fulfilled, lost, and
again fulfilled according to God’s word.

I Study the New Testament writers’
references to the Old Testament in their
writings.

I Study the various covenants in their
original contexts.

I Pinpoint the heroes of the hall of
fame of faith in Hebrews 11 in their
historical contexts, noting that all of them
lived “by faith.”

I Study God’s concern for and promises
to bless the Gentile nations throughout
Scripture.

I Study specific promises such as the
birth of an unexpected baby, the fall of a
city or the naming of a future leader
noting when the promise was made and
when it came to pass.

9 1dentify and note general promises
such as, “l will be with you,” and trace
God’s faithfulness to that promise over
hundreds to thousands of years.

I Examine the changeless character of
God by observing and pinpointing the
appearance of His various attributes.

91 Identify and distinguish between
those promises which have been fulfilled,
those which are currently being fulfilled,
and those which are yet to be fulfilled.

91 Use your own creativity exploring other
themes and trace them through the Scriptures.
Help your students to stand in awe of the mighty
word and acts of God across history.

Availability
The OTT is intended for wide distribution with
little cost. Printable files containing this visual aid
and other complementary documents may be
downloaded from the Internet and printed with
the costs covered by the user. While the OTT is
offered free of charge no changes may be made
without the consent of the publishers. Please
direct questions, comments and suggestions to
Ray Hutchison (Ray.Hutchison@sim.org; 717-625-
2075) or Stephen Vannah
(Stephen.Vannah@sim.org; 413-243-4253).

The OTT will also be produced in other languages
upon request.
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The upper timeline covers from 2100 B.C. to A.D. 100.
The lower timeline includes the upper and extends to the present.
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