% And may these words of mine, which | have prayed before
the LORD, be near to the LORD our God day and night, that he
may uphold the cause of his servant and the cause of his
people Israel according to each day’s need, ® so that all the
peoples of the earth may know that the LORD is God and that
there is no other. 1 Kings 8:59-60

Through Elijah the Lord had compassion on the gentile
widow from Zarephath
22The LORD heard Elijah’s cry, and the boy'’s life returned to
him, and he lived. % Elijah picked up the child and carried him
down from the room into the house. He gave him to his
mother and said, “Look, your son is alive!” ** Then the woman
said to Elijah, “Now | know that you are a man of God and
that the word of the LORD from your mouth is the truth.”

1 Kings 17:22-24
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From the Genesis

God would send the woman’s offspring to crush Satan’s
head.
'“So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done
this, “Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild
animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all
the days of your life. > And | will put enmity between you and
the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will
crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”

Genesis 3:14-15

God intended to bless the world through Abram and his
descendants.

"The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your
people and your father’s household and go to the land | will
show you. ? “l will make you into a great nation and | will
bless you; | will make your name great, and you will be a
blessing. * | will bless those who bless you, and whoever
curses you | will curse; and all peoples on earth will be
blessed through you.” Genesis 12:1-3

'”Then the LORD said, “Shall | hide from Abraham what | am
about to do? ' Abraham will surely become a great and
powerful nation, and all nations on earth will be blessed
through him. Genesis 18:17-18

'*The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a
second time '° and said, “| swear by myself, declares the LORD,
that because you have done this and have not withheld your
son, your only son, '” 1 will surely bless you and make your



descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the
sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession
of the cities of their enemies, ' and through your offspring all
nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed
me.” Genesis 22:15-18

I will make your [Isaac’s] descendants as numerous as the

stars in the sky and will give them all these lands, and

through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed.
Genesis 26:4

'?He [Jacob] had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting
on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels
of God were ascending and descending on it. "> There above it
stood the LORD, and he said: “| am the LORD, the God of your
father Abraham and the God of Isaac. | will give you and your
descendants the land on which you are lying. ' Your
descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will
spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the
south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and
your offspring. Genesis 28:12-14

From the Books of History

The Lord had compassion on Rahab, the gentile prostitute.

" Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim.
“Go, look over the land,” he said, “especially Jericho.” So they
went and entered the house of a prostitute named Rahab and
stayed there. ? The king of Jericho was told, “Look! Some of
the Israelites have come here tonight to spy out the land.”
Joshua 2:1-2

‘But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them.
She said, “Yes, the men came to me, but | did not know where
they had come from. ° At dusk, when it was time to close the
city gate, the men left. | don’t know which way they went. Go
after them quickly. You may catch up with them.” ¢ (But she
had taken them up to the roof and hidden them under the
stalks of flax she had laid out on the roof.) ” So the men set
out in pursuit of the spies on the road that leads to the fords
of the Jordan, and as soon as the pursuers had gone out, the
gate was shut. Joshua 2:4-7

2 So the young men who had done the spying went in and
brought out Rahab, her father and mother and brothers and

all who belonged to her. They brought out her entire family
and put them in a place outside the camp of Israel. > Then
they burned the whole city and everything in it, but they put
the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron into
the treasury of the LORD’s house. %> But Joshua spared Rahab
the prostitute, with her family and all who belonged to her,
because she hid the men Joshua had sent as spies to
Jericho—and she lives among the Israelites to this day.
Joshua 6:23-25

God included the gentile woman, Ruth, in the messianic
line.

*Now Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died, and she was left with
her two sons. * They married Moabite women, one named
Orpah and the other Ruth. After they had lived there about
ten years, ° both Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was
left without her two sons and her husband. Ruth 1:3-5

'3So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. Then he went
to her, and the LORD enabled her to conceive, and she gave
birth to a son. '* The women said to Naomi: “Praise be to the
LORD, who this day has not left you without a kinsman-
redeemer. May he become famous throughout Israel!

Ruth 4:13-14

' Then Naomi took the child, laid him in her lap and cared for
him. " The women living there said, “Naomi has a son.” And
they named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father
of David. ' This, then, is the family line of Perez: Perez was
the father of Hezron, '° Hezron the father of Ram, Ram the
father of Amminadab, *°° Amminadab the father of Nahshon,
Nahshon the father of Salmon, ?' Salmon the father of Boaz,
Boaz the father of Obed, % Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse
the father of David. Ruth 4:16-22

Solomon expressed God’s heart for the nations.

“1 “As for the foreigner who does not belong to your people
Israel but has come from a distant land because of your
name— ** for men will hear of your great name and your
mighty hand and your outstretched arm—when he comes and
prays toward this temple, “ then hear from heaven, your
dwelling place, and do whatever the foreigner asks of you, so
that all the peoples of the earth may know your name and
fear you, as do your own people Israel, and may know that
this house | have built bears your Name. Kings 8:41-43



